
Grace 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 430, 461, 438 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Genesis 33:1–11) 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And 

he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put the 

handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph 

hindermost. And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he 

came near to his brother. And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 

him: and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are 

those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. Then the 

handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. And Leah also with her 

children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed 

themselves. And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to 

find grace in the sight of my lord. And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto 

thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present 

at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast 

pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt 

graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it. 

 

(Ruth 2:1–12) 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his 

name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of 

corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And she went, 

and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field 

belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. ¶ And, behold, Boaz came from Beth–lehem, 

and said unto the reapers, The Lord be with you. And they answered him, The Lord bless thee. Then said 

Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? And the servant that was set 

over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the 



country of Moab: And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: 

so she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house. 

Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go 

from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go 

thou after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art 

athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her 

face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that 

thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered and said unto her, It 

hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine 

husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come 

unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be 

given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 

 

(Ephesians 2:1–8) 

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 

worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in 

the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children 

of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even 

when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath 

raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to 

come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For 

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

 

(Titus 2:11–14) 

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 

people, zealous of good works. 

 

(Zephaniah 3:14–17) 

¶ Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 

Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, 

even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. In that day it shall be said to 

Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of 

thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 

thee with singing. 

 



(John 1:1–14) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in 

the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the 

darkness comprehended it not. ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same 

came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 

Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 

cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him 

not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth. 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 3:12–9) 

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and likeness of the patient, 

tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but to understand God is the work of eternity, and 

demands absolute consecration of thought, energy, and desire.  

 

How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good, omnipotent, 

omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite Mind. We plead for unmerited 

pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions. Are we really grateful for the good already 

received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more. 

Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of thanks. Action expresses more gratitude than 

speech.  

 

If we are ungrateful for Life, Truth, and Love, and yet return thanks to God for all blessings, we are 

insincere and incur the sharp censure our Master pronounces on hypocrites. In such a case, the only 

acceptable prayer is to put the finger on the lips and remember our blessings. While the heart is far 

from divine Truth and Love, we cannot conceal the ingratitude of barren lives.  

 

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 

meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his example, is 

our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done. 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 27:17–32) 

Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at the root of 

material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of pantheism, — that God, or 

Life, is in or of matter.  

 

Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only eleven left a desirable historic record. Tradition 

credits him with two or three hundred other disciples who have left no name. “Many are called, but few 

are chosen.” They fell away from grace because they never truly understood their Master's instruction.  

 

Why do those who profess to follow Christ reject the essential religion he came to establish? Jesus' 

persecutors made their strongest attack upon this very point. They endeavored to hold him at the mercy 

of matter and to kill him according to certain assumed material laws. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 67:4–8 (np)) 

When the ocean is stirred by a storm, then the clouds lower, the wind shrieks through the tightened 

shrouds, and the waves lift themselves into mountains. We ask the helmsman: “Do you know your 

course? Can you steer safely amid the storm?” He answers bravely, but even the dauntless seaman is 

not sure of his safety; nautical science is not equal to the Science of Mind. Yet, acting up to his highest 

understanding, firm at the post of duty, the mariner works on and awaits the issue. Thus should we 

deport ourselves on the seething ocean of sorrow. Hoping and working, one should stick to the wreck, 

until an irresistible propulsion precipitates his doom or sunshine gladdens the troubled sea.  

 

The notion that animal natures can possibly give force to character is too absurd for consideration, 

when we remember that through spiritual ascendency our Lord and Master healed the sick, raised the 

dead, and commanded even the winds and waves to obey him. Grace and Truth are potent beyond all 

other means and methods.  

 

The lack of spiritual power in the limited demonstration of popular Christianity does not put to silence 

the labor of centuries. Spiritual, not corporeal, consciousness is needed. Man delivered from sin, 

disease, and death presents the true likeness or spiritual ideal.  

 

Systems of religion and medicine treat of physical pains and pleasures, but Jesus rebuked the suffering 

from any such cause or effect. The epoch approaches when the understanding of the truth of being will 

be the basis of true religion. At present mortals progress slowly for fear of being thought ridiculous. 

They are slaves to fashion, pride, and sense. Sometime we shall learn how Spirit, the great architect, has 

created men and women in Science. We ought to weary of the fleeting and false and to cherish nothing 

which hinders our highest selfhood. 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 107:15–29 (np)) 

Feeling so perpetually the false consciousness that life inheres in the body, yet remembering that in 

reality God is our Life, we may well tremble in the prospect of those days in which we must say, “I have 

no pleasure in them.”  

 

Whence came to me this heavenly conviction, — a conviction antagonistic to the testimony of the 

physical senses? According to St. Paul, it was “the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 

working of His power.” It was the divine law of Life and Love, unfolding to me the demonstrable fact 

that matter possesses neither sensation nor life; that human experiences show the falsity of all material 

things; and that immortal cravings, “the price of learning love,” establish the truism that the only 

sufferer is mortal mind, for the divine Mind cannot suffer.  

 

My conclusions were reached by allowing the evidence of this revelation to multiply with mathematical 

certainty and the lesser demonstration to prove the greater, as the product of three multiplied by three, 

equalling nine, proves conclusively that three times three duodecillions must be nine duodecillions, — 

not a fraction more, not a unit less.  

 

When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of the 

death-valley, I learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine Mind, and 

that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of Truth, — called error, 

sin, sickness, disease, death, — is the false testimony of false material sense, of mind in matter; that this 

false sense evolves, in belief, a subjective state of mortal mind which this same so-called mind names 

matter, thereby shutting out the true sense of Spirit. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 118:10–16) 

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of error, and so be 

eternally glorified in man's spiritual freedom.  

 

In their spiritual significance, Science, Theology, and Medicine are means of divine thought, which 

include spiritual laws emanating from the invisible and infinite power and grace. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 134:14–10) 

Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the Christ-

power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the miracles of grace? Denial of the possibility 



of Christian healing robs Christianity of the very element, which gave it divine force and its astonishing 

and unequalled success in the first century.  

 

The true Logos is demonstrably Christian Science, the natural law of harmony which overcomes discord, 

— not because this Science is supernatural or preternatural, nor because it is an infraction of divine law, 

but because it is the immutable law of God, good. Jesus said: “I knew that Thou hearest me always;” and 

he raised Lazarus from the dead, stilled the tempest, healed the sick, walked on the water. There is 

divine authority for believing in the superiority of spiritual power over material resistance.  

 

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present seems more mysterious 

than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: “What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? Thou 

Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and ye little hills, like 

lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob.” The 

miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the Science of God's 

unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise of divine power. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 247:19) 

Comeliness and grace are independent of matter. Being possesses its qualities before they are perceived 

humanly. Beauty is a thing of life, which dwells forever in the eternal Mind and reflects the charms of 

His goodness in expression, form, outline, and color. It is Love which paints the petal with myriad hues, 

glances in the warm sunbeam, arches the cloud with the bow of beauty, blazons the night with starry 

gems, and covers earth with loveliness. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 263:7) 

When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works only as God works, he 

will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth because he has not tasted heaven. Carnal beliefs 

defraud us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he would create good, 

forming deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those whom he would bless. He 

becomes a general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god. His “touch turns hope to dust, the dust 

we all have trod.” He might say in Bible language: “The good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I 

would not, that I do.” 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 428:32–4) 

It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be 

brought to light by the understanding that there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 494:15) 

The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as well as 

the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own convictions and seek 

safety in divine Science. Reason, rightly directed, serves to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but sin, 

sickness, and death will seem real (even as the experiences of the sleeping dream seem real) until the 

Science of man's eternal harmony breaks their illusion with the unbroken reality of scientific being. 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 


