
REIGN 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns  519, 553, 543 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Deuteronomy 15:1–11) 

At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a release. And this is the manner of the release: 

Every creditor that lendeth aught unto his neighbour shall release it; he shall not exact it of his 

neighbour, or of his brother; because it is called the LORD'S release. Of a foreigner thou mayest 

exact it again: but that which is thine with thy brother thine hand shall release; Save when there shall 

be no poor among you; for the LORD shall greatly bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God 

giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it: Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of the 

LORD thy God, to observe to do all these commandments which I command thee this day. For the 

LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou 

shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over thee. ¶ If there 

be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the LORD 

thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother: But 

thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that 

which he wanteth. Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, 

the year of release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him 

nought; and he cry unto the LORD against thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely give him, 

and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him: because that for this thing the LORD 

thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto. For the poor 

shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand 

wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land. 

 



 

(II Chronicles 1:7–12) 

¶ In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall give thee. And 

Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed great mercy unto David my father, and hast made me to 

reign in his stead. Now, O LORD God, let thy promise unto David my father be established: for thou 

hast made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude. Give me now wisdom and 

knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy people, that 

is so great? And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast not asked 

riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast 

asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have 

made thee king: Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and wealth, 

and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall there any 

after thee have the like. 

 

 

(Isaiah 11:1–12) 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 

And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make him of quick 

understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 

reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove 

with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 

the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 

faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 

down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 

them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put his hand on the cockatrice's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. ¶ 

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it 

shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 

Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be 

left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 



Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the 

nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from 

the four corners of the earth. 

 

 

(Matthew 22:1–14) 

And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is 

like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, And sent forth his servants to call them 

that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other servants, 

saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are 

killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their 

ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: And the remnant took his servants, and entreated 

them spitefully, and slew them. But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his 

armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then saith he to his servants, The 

wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, 

and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants went out into the highways, and 

gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished 

with guests. ¶ And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 

wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding 

garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and 

take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For 

many are called, but few are chosen. 

 

 

(Revelation 19:11–16) 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and 

on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And 

he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And the 

armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 

them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 



LORDS. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. vii:13) 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, knocks 

at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of materialism are 

crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The only guarantee of 

obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. Though empires fall, 

“the Lord shall reign forever.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 587:25) 

HEAVEN. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government by divine Principle; spirituality; bliss; the 

atmosphere of Soul. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 535:29) 

In the first chapter of Genesis we read: “And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 

together of the waters called He Seas.” In the Apocalypse it is written: “And I saw a new heaven and 

a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.” 

In St. John's vision, heaven and earth stand for spiritual ideas, and the sea, as a symbol of tempest-

tossed human concepts advancing and receding, is represented as having passed away. The divine 

understanding reigns, is all, and there is no other consciousness. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 208:5–9 (np)) 



The Scriptures say, “In Him we live, and move, and have our being.” What then is this seeming 

power, independent of God, which causes disease and cures it? What is it but an error of belief, — a 

law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is the very 

antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the goodness of 

God's character that He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is absurd to 

suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God, produces disease and 

leaves the remedy to matter.  

 

John Young of Edinburgh writes: “God is the father of mind, and of nothing else.” Such an utterance 

is “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” of human beliefs and preparing the way of Science. Let 

us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit, the kingdom of heaven, — the 

reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain forever unseen.  

 

Mind, not matter, is causation. A material body only expresses a material and mortal mind. A mortal 

man possesses this body, and he makes it harmonious or discordant according to the images of 

thought impressed upon it. You embrace your body in your thought, and you should delineate upon it 

thoughts of health, not of sickness. You should banish all thoughts of disease and sin and of other 

beliefs included in matter. Man, being immortal, has a perfect indestructible life. It is the mortal belief 

which makes the body discordant and diseased in proportion as ignorance, fear, or human will 

governs mortals.  

 

Mind, supreme over all its formations and governing them all, is the central sun of its own systems of 

ideas, the life and light of all its own vast creation; and man is tributary to divine Mind. The material 

and mortal body or mind is not the man. 

 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 93:21–11) 

The belief that Spirit is finite as well as infinite has darkened all history. In Christian Science, Spirit, 

as a proper noun, is the name of the Supreme Being. It means quantity and quality, and applies 

exclusively to God. The modifying derivatives of the word spirit refer only to quality, not to God. Man 

is spiritual. He is not God, Spirit. If man were Spirit, then men would be spirits, gods. Finite spirit 



would be mortal, and this is the error embodied in the belief that the infinite can be contained in the 

finite. This belief tends to becloud our apprehension of the kingdom of heaven and of the reign of 

harmony in the Science of being.  

 

Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and likeness of Himself, — of 

Spirit, not of matter. Man reflects infinite Truth, Life, and Love. The nature of man, thus understood, 

includes all that is implied by the terms “image” and “likeness” as used in Scripture. The truly 

Christian and scientific statement of personality and of the relation of man to God, with the 

demonstration which accompanied it, incensed the rabbis, and they said: “Crucify him, crucify him . . 

. by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.” 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 122:1) 

The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and so creates a reign 

of discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and death; but the great facts of Life, rightly 

understood, defeat this triad of errors, contradict their false witnesses, and reveal the kingdom of 

heaven, — the actual reign of harmony on earth. The material senses' reversal of the Science of 

Soul was practically exposed nineteen hundred years ago by the demonstrations of Jesus; yet these 

so-called senses still make mortal mind tributary to mortal body, and ordain certain sections of 

matter, such as brain and nerves, as the seats of pain and pleasure, from which matter reports to 

this so-called mind its status of happiness or misery. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 476:21–18) 

Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is outside of all material 

selfhood. Remember that the Scriptures say of mortal man: “As for man, his days are as grass: as a 

flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place 

thereof shall know it no more.”  

 

When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within 

you;” that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God's image is unfallen and 

eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man 

appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct view of 



man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and that man is 

pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul, being Spirit, is 

seen in nothing imperfect nor material.  

 

Whatever is material is mortal. To the five corporeal senses, man appears to be matter and mind 

united; but Christian Science reveals man as the idea of God, and declares the corporeal senses to 

be mortal and erring illusions. Divine Science shows it to be impossible that a material body, though 

interwoven with matter's highest stratum, misnamed mind, should be man, — the genuine and 

perfect man, the immortal idea of being, indestructible and eternal. Were it otherwise, man would be 

annihilated. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 317:16–4) 

The individuality of man is no less tangible because it is spiritual and because his life is not at the 

mercy of matter. The understanding of his spiritual individuality makes man more real, more 

formidable in truth, and enables him to conquer sin, disease, and death. Our Lord and Master 

presented himself to his disciples after his resurrection from the grave, as the self-same Jesus whom 

they had loved before the tragedy on Calvary.  

 

To the materialistic Thomas, looking for the ideal Saviour in matter instead of in Spirit and to the 

testimony of the material senses and the body, more than to Soul, for an earnest of immortality, — to 

him Jesus furnished the proof that he was unchanged by the crucifixion. To this dull and doubting 

disciple Jesus remained a fleshly reality, so long as the Master remained an inhabitant of the earth. 

Nothing but a display of matter could make existence real to Thomas. For him to believe in matter 

was no task, but for him to conceive of the substantiality of Spirit — to know that nothing can efface 

Mind and immortality, in which Spirit reigns — was more difficult. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 248:29) 

Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the kingdom of heaven — 

reign within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally disappear. 

 



  

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 

 


