PURITY

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 443, 464, 499

THE BIBLE

(Ps. 51:1-15)

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from
my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have
| sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear
when thou judgest. Behold, | was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold,
thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean: wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear
joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and
blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will | teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall
be converted unto thee. Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my
tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth
thy praise.

(Matt. 4:1-11)

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had
fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. And when the tempter came to him,
he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he answered and
said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash
thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.



Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of
the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will | give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels
came and ministered unto him.

(Luke 6:17-26)

91 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a great
multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which
came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and
they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and
healed them all. 9] And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for
ye shall laugh. Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye
in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their
fathers unto the prophets. But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. Woe
unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.
Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.

(John 10:22-42)

91 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple
in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make
us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye believed not:
the works that | do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not
of my sheep, as | said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And |
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand. | and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus
answered them, Many good works have | shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye
stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and
because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, |
said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot
be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest;
because | said, | am the Son of God? If | do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if | do,
though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me,
and | in him. Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, And went away
again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode. And many resorted
unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true. And many
believed on him there.

(Acts 11:1-10)

And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaa heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of
God. And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with



him, Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. But Peter rehearsed the
matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying, | was in the city of Joppa
praying: and in a trance | saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down
from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: Upon the which when | had fastened mine eyes, |
considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of
the air. And | heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. But | said, Not so, Lord: for nothing
common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth. But the voice answered me again from
heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. And this was done three times: and all
were drawn up again into heaven.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(SH 7:18-21)

If spiritual sense always guided men, there would grow out of ecstatic moments a higher experience and
a better life with more devout self-abnegation and purity.

(SH 15:25)

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-
forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not
belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings.
Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fitness for holiness, we cannot receive
holiness.

(SH 28:9-21)

While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's consecration to Christ is more on the
ground of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and by
understanding more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the sick and
to triumph over sin.

Neither the origin, the character, nor the work of Jesus was generally understood. Not a single
component part of his nature did the material world measure aright. Even his righteousness and purity
did not hinder men from saying: He is a glutton and a friend of the impure, and Beelzebub is his patron.

(SH 31:12)

First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love. He
attached no importance to dead ceremonies. It is the living Christ, the practical Truth, which makes
Jesus “the resurrection and the life” to all who follow him in deed. Obeying his precious precepts, —
following his demonstration so far as we apprehend it, — we drink of his cup, partake of his bread, are



baptized with his purity; and at last we shall rest, sit down with him, in a full understanding of the divine
Principle which triumphs over death. For what says Paul? “As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.”

(SH 35:19-9)

Our baptism is a purification from all error. Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. We can
unite with this church only as we are new-born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which is Truth and the
Truth which is Life by bringing forth the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the sick. Our
Eucharist is spiritual communion with the one God. Our bread, “which cometh down from heaven,” is
Truth. Our cup is the cross. Our wine the inspiration of Love, the draught our Master drank and
commended to his followers.

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient to
reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity and
affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love simply through
translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of sufficient suffering, either before
or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin, would be for Truth to pardon
error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance with God's government, since justice is the
handmaid of mercy.

(SH 58:5)

Ill-arranged notes produce discord. Tones of the human mind may be different, but they should be
concordant in order to blend properly. Unselfish ambition, noble life-motives, and purity, — these
constituents of thought, mingling, constitute individually and collectively true happiness, strength, and
permanence.

(SH 98:31-29)

The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but Christian, not human
but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but scientifically spiritual. Human philosophy,
ethics, and superstition afford no demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals can escape from sin;
yet to escape from sin, is what the Bible demands. “Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling,” says the apostle, and he straightway adds: “for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians ii. 12, 13). Truth has furnished the key to the kingdom, and
with this key Christian Science has opened the door of the human understanding. None may pick the
lock nor enter by some other door. The ordinary teachings are material and not spiritual. Christian
Science teaches only that which is spiritual and divine, and not human. Christian Science is unerring and
Divine; the human sense of things errs because it is human.

Those individuals, who adopt theosophy, spiritualism, or hypnotism, may possess natures above some
others who eschew their false beliefs. Therefore my contest is not with the individual, but with the false
system. | love mankind, and shall continue to labor and to endure.



The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which are health, purity, and self-
immolation, must deepen human experience, until the beliefs of material existence are seen to be a bald
imposition, and sin, disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific demonstration of divine
Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man.

(SH 241:19-30)

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness and
destroying sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way to health and holiness.
We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is revealed; and the corner-stone of all spiritual
building is purity. The baptism of Spirit, washing the body of all the impurities of flesh, signifies that the
pure in heart see God and are approaching spiritual Life and its demonstration.

(SH 272:19-32)

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results of the
ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward tendencies
and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine origin and
operation of Christian Science. The triumphs of Christian Science are recorded in the destruction of error
and evil, from which are propagated the dismal beliefs of sin, sickness, and death.

The divine Principle of the universe must interpret the universe. God is the divine Principle of all that
represents Him and of all that really exists. Christian Science, as demonstrated by Jesus, alone reveals
the natural, divine Principle of Science.

(SH 323:6-30)

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of
truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and
conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.

In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice what we already know. We must recollect that
Truth is demonstrable when understood, and that good is not understood until demonstrated. If
“faithful over a few things,” we shall be made rulers over many; but the one unused talent decays and is
lost. When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will be
receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense, removes
thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of something better than
disease or sin. The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and Love, robs the grave of
victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys mortality.



The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth uttering
itself.

(SH 337:14)

XXVI. Christian Science demonstrates that none but the pure in heart can see God, as the gospel
teaches. In proportion to his purity is man perfect; and perfection is the order of celestial being which
demonstrates Life in Christ, Life's spiritual ideal.

(SH 371:27-30)

The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can impart purity
instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health instead of disease.

(SH 457:7)

Since the divine light of Christian Science first dawned upon the author, she has never used this newly
discovered power in any direction which she fears to have fairly understood. Her prime object, since
entering this field of labor, has been to prevent suffering, not to produce it. That we cannot scientifically
both cure and cause disease is self-evident. In the legend of the shield, which led to a quarrel between
two knights because each of them could see but one face of it, both sides were beautiful according to
their degree; but to mental malpractice, prolific of evil, there is no good aspect, either silvern or golden.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in



Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:
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