
CREED 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 12, 229, 333 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

 

(Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–12)And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street 

that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of 

Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the 

congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day 

of the seventh month. And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the 

morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the 

ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law. ... 

 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when 

he opened it, all the people stood up: And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people 

answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the 

LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 

the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. ¶ And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, 

and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This 

day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard 

the words of the law. Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and 

send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be 

ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold 

your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. And all the people went their way to eat, and 



to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that 

were declared unto them. 

 

 

(John 7:14–40) 

¶ Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. And the Jews 

marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? Jesus answered them, and 

said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 

doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh his 

own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in 

him. Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill 

me? The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? Jesus 

answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. Moses therefore gave unto 

you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day 

circumcise a man. If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should 

not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath 

day? Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. Then said some of them 

of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say 

nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know this man 

whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. Then cried Jesus in the 

temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of 

myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. But I know him: for I am from him, and he 

hath sent me. Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was 

not yet come. And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do 

more miracles than these which this man hath done? ¶ The Pharisees heard that the people 

murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take 

him. Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 

Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come. Then said the 

Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed 

among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall 

seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come? In the last day, that great 

day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost 



was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) ¶ Many of the people therefore, when 

they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. 

 

 

(I Corinthians 13:1–13) 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 

sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 

mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 

have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 

my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is 

kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself 

unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 

shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we 

prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 

away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to 

face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, 

hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 

 

 

(James 2:14–26) 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save 

him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, 

Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are 

needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, 

a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will 

shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils 

also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not 

Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou 

how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was 

fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he 



was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, 

and had sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 

works is dead also. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 134:31–136:8) 

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present seems more mysterious 

than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: “What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? Thou 

Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and ye little hills, like 

lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob.” The 

miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the Science of God's 

unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise of divine power.  

 

The same power which heals sin heals also sickness. This is “the beauty of holiness,” that when 

Truth heals the sick, it casts out evils, and when Truth casts out the evil called disease, it heals the 

sick. When Christ cast out the devil of dumbness, “it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the 

dumb spake.” There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of 

Israel and asking: “Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?” What cannot God do?  

 

It has been said, and truly, that Christianity must be Science, and Science must be Christianity, else 

one or the other is false and useless; but neither is unimportant or untrue, and they are alike in 

demonstration. This proves the one to be identical with the other. Christianity as Jesus taught it was 

not a creed, nor a system of ceremonies, nor a special gift from a ritualistic Jehovah; but it was the 

demonstration of divine Love casting out error and healing the sick, not merely in the name of Christ, 

or Truth, but in demonstration of Truth, as must be the case in the cycles of divine light.  

 

Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-healing. 

He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out error and heal 

both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate from God. Despite 

the persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men both bodily and 

spiritually. 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 4:30–13) 



Long prayers, superstition, and creeds clip the strong pinions of love, and clothe religion in human 

forms. Whatever materializes worship hinders man's spiritual growth and keeps him from 

demonstrating his power over error.  

 

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and great 

step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end we are 

placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe comes in 

return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the law of justice 

and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be measured to you 

again,” and it will be full “and running over.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 18:1) 

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, Life, 

and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this 

we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright 

not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not to do 

it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the accredited 

evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all opponents with 

his healing power. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 98:4–21) 

The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the reappearance of 

the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no other sign shall be given. Body 

cannot be saved except through Mind. The Science of Christianity is misinterpreted by a material 

age, for it is the healing influence of Spirit (not spirits) which the material senses cannot 

comprehend, — which can only be spiritually discerned. Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses 

do not express Christian Science; much less can they demonstrate it.  

 

Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds, the demonstration 

of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical Science. It is imperious throughout all ages 

as Christ's revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, which remains inviolate for every man to 

understand and to practise. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 226:14) 

God has built a higher platform of human rights, and He has built it on diviner claims. These claims 

are not made through code or creed, but in demonstration of “on earth peace, good-will toward 

men.” Human codes, scholastic theology, material medicine and hygiene, fetter faith and spiritual 

understanding. Divine Science rends asunder these fetters, and man's birthright of sole allegiance to 

his Maker asserts itself. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 234:1–16) 

Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere with truth, even as ritualism and creed hamper 

spirituality. If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.  

 

Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, sermon, or Science — blesses the 

human family with crumbs of comfort from Christ's table, feeding the hungry and giving living waters 

to the thirsty.  

 

We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as 

watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers. We should love our 

enemies and help them on the basis of the Golden Rule; but avoid casting pearls before those who 

trample them under foot, thereby robbing both themselves and others. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 238:31–10) 

The cross is the central emblem of history. It is the lodestar in the demonstration of Christian 

healing, — the demonstration by which sin and sickness are destroyed. The sects, which endured 

the lash of their predecessors, in their turn lay it upon those who are in advance of creeds.  

 

Take away wealth, fame, and social organizations, which weigh not one jot in the balance of God, 

and we get clearer views of Principle. Break up cliques, level wealth with honesty, let worth be 

judged according to wisdom, and we get better views of humanity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 450:1–26) 

There is a large class of thinkers whose bigotry and conceit twist every fact to suit themselves. Their 

creed teaches belief in a mysterious, supernatural God, and in a natural, all-powerful devil. Another 

class, still more unfortunate, are so depraved that they appear to be innocent. They utter a 

falsehood, while looking you blandly in the face, and they never fail to stab their benefactor in the 

back. A third class of thinkers build with solid masonry. They are sincere, generous, noble, and are 

therefore open to the approach and recognition of Truth. To teach Christian Science to such as 

these is no task. They do not incline longingly to error, whine over the demands of Truth, nor play 

the traitor for place and power.  

 

Some people yield slowly to the touch of Truth. Few yield without a struggle, and many are reluctant 

to acknowledge that they have yielded; but unless this admission is made, evil will boast itself above 

good. The Christian Scientist has enlisted to lessen evil, disease, and death; and he will overcome 

them by understanding their nothingness and the allness of God, or good. Sickness to him is no less 

a temptation than is sin, and he heals them both by understanding God's power over them. The 

Christian Scientist knows that they are errors of belief, which Truth can and will destroy. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 471:22–12) 

Question. — Are doctrines and creeds a benefit to man?  

 

Answer. — The author subscribed to an orthodox creed in early youth, and tried to adhere to it until 

she caught the first gleam of that which interprets God as above mortal sense. This view rebuked 

human beliefs, and gave the spiritual import, expressed through Science, of all that proceeds from 

the divine Mind. Since then her highest creed has been divine Science, which, reduced to human 

apprehension, she has named Christian Science. This Science teaches man that God is the only 

Life, and that this Life is Truth and Love; that God is to be understood, adored, and demonstrated; 

that divine Truth casts out suppositional error and heals the sick.  

 

The way which leads to Christian Science is straight and narrow. God has set His signet upon 

Science, making it coordinate with all that is real and only with that which is harmonious and eternal. 

Sickness, sin, and death, being inharmonious, do not originate in God nor belong to His government. 

His law, rightly understood, destroys them. Jesus furnished proofs of these statements. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 496:28–27) 

Question. — Have Christian Scientists any religious creed?  

 

Answer. — They have not, if by that term is meant doctrinal beliefs. The following is a brief 

exposition of the important points, or religious tenets, of Christian Science: —  

 

1. As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide to eternal 

Life.  

 

2. We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God. We acknowledge His Son, one Christ; 

the Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in God's image and likeness.  

 

3. We acknowledge God's forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the spiritual understanding 

that casts out evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts.  

 

4. We acknowledge Jesus' atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, unfolding man's 

unity with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; and we acknowledge that man is saved 

through Christ, through Truth, Life, and Love as demonstrated by the Galilean Prophet in healing the 

sick and overcoming sin and death.  

 

5. We acknowledge that the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection served to uplift faith to 

understand eternal Life, even the allness of Soul, Spirit, and the nothingness of matter.  

 

6. And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was also in Christ 

Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to be merciful, just, and pure. 

 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


