Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns: 190, 11, 128

THE BIBLE
(Judges 5:1-3)

Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, Praise ye the LORD
for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves. Hear, O ye kings;
give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing unto the LORD; | will sing praise to the LORD God
of Israel.

(I Samuel 16:14-23)

1 But the spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled
him. And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.
Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a
cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon
thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul said unto his
servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him to me. Then answered
one of the servants, and said, Behold, | have seen a son of Jesse the Beth—lehemite, that is
cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters,
and a comely person, and the LORD is with him. { Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto
Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass
laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul.
And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became
his armour-bearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, | pray thee, stand before me;
for he hath found favour in my sight. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and
was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.



(Luke 19:29-44)

And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount
called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, Saying, Go ye into the village over
against you; in the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man
sat: loose him, and bring him hither. And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus
shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. And they that were sent went
their way, and found even as he had said unto them. And as they were loosing the colt, the
owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? And they said, The Lord hath need
of him. And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they
set Jesus thereon. And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. And when he was
come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they
had seen; Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in
heaven, and glory in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said
unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he answered and said unto them, | tell you that,
if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. § And when he was
come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at
least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine
eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee,
and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon
another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.

(Luke 15:25-32)

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.
And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf,
because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in:
therefore came his father out, and entreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo,
these many years do | serve thee, neither transgressed | at any time thy commandment:
and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that | might make merry with my friends: But as soon
as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for
him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that | have is
thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead,
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.



(Acts 16:19-40)

1 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and
Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, And brought them to the
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, And teach
customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. And the
multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and
commanded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them
into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge,
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. § And at midnight
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken:
and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. And the
keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew
out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.
But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. Then he
called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,
And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must | do to be saved? And they said, Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when
he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in
God with all his house. And when it was day, the magistrates sent the sergeants, saying,
Let those men go. And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates
have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace. But Paul said unto them,
They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison;
and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us
out. And the sergeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they
heard that they were Romans. And they came and besought them, and brought them out,
and desired them to depart out of the city. And they went out of the prison, and entered into
the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and
departed.

(Psalms 150:1-6)

Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.
Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him
with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the
timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the
loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath
praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

A musician demonstrates the beauty of the music he teaches in order to show the learner
the way by practice as well as precept. Jesus' teaching and practice of Truth involved such
a sacrifice as makes us admit its Principle to be Love. This was the precious import of our
Master's sinless career and of his demonstration of power over death. He proved by his

deeds that Christian Science destroys sickness, sin, and death.

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real
being which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of
religion and worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.
Jesus sent a message to John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question
that the Christ had come: “Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other words: Tell John what the
demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is the power in the

Messianic work.

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance
with his scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days | [Spirit] will raise
it up.” It is as if he had said: The | — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe —
is not in matter to be destroyed.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:19-16)

Man in the likeness of God as revealed in Science cannot help being immortal. Though the
grass seemeth to wither and the flower to fade, they reappear. Erase the figures which
express number, silence the tones of music, give to the worms the body called man, and yet
the producing, governing, divine Principle lives on, — in the case of man as truly as in the
case of numbers and of music, — despite the so-called laws of matter, which define man as

mortal. Though the inharmony resulting from material sense hides the harmony of Science,



inharmony cannot destroy the divine Principle of Science. In Science, man's immortality
depends upon that of God, good, and follows as a necessary consequence of the
immortality of good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 81:17)

Mind is not necessarily dependent upon educational processes. It possesses of itself all
beauty and poetry, and the power of expressing them. Spirit, God, is heard when the
senses are silent. We are all capable of more than we do. The influence or action of Soul
confers a freedom, which explains the phenomena of improvisation and the fervor of

untutored lips.

Matter is neither intelligent nor creative. The tree is not the author of itself. Sound is not the
originator of music, and man is not the father of man. Cain very naturally concluded that if
life was in the body, and man gave it, man had the right to take it away. This incident shows
that the belief of life in matter was “a murderer from the beginning.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 89:18-31)

Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs to the so-called material senses, and
its use is to be condemned. Willing the sick to recover is not the metaphysical practice of
Christian Science, but is sheer animal magnetism. Human will-power may infringe the rights
of man. It produces evil continually, and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and not

corporeal will, is the divine power which says to disease, “Peace, be still.”

Because divine Science wars with so-called physical science, even as Truth wars with error,
the old schools still oppose it. Ignorance, pride, or prejudice closes the door to whatever is
not stereotyped. When the Science of being is universally understood, every man will be his

own physician, and Truth will be the universal panacea.



It is a question to-day, whether the ancient inspired healers understood the Science of
Christian healing, or whether they caught its sweet tones, as the natural musician catches
the tones of harmony, without being able to explain them. So divinely imbued were they with
the spirit of Science, that the lack of the letter could not hinder their work; and that letter,
without the spirit, would have made void their practice.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 144:14-7)

Sound is a mental impression made on mortal belief. The ear does not really hear. Divine
Science reveals sound as communicated through the senses of Soul — through spiritual

understanding.

Mozart experienced more than he expressed. The rapture of his grandest symphonies was
never heard. He was a musician beyond what the world knew. This was even more
strikingly true of Beethoven, who was so long hopelessly deaf. Mental melodies and strains
of sweetest music supersede conscious sound. Music is the rhythm of head and heart.
Mortal mind is the harp of many strings, discoursing either discord or harmony according as
the hand, which sweeps over it, is human or divine.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 213:16—-29)

Eternal Truth is changing the universe. As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-clothes,
thought expands into expression. “Let there be light,” is the perpetual demand of Truth and
Love, changing chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 255:1-6)

Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.



Having one God, one Mind, unfolds the power that heals the sick, and fulfils these sayings
of Scripture, “I am the Lord that healeth thee,” and “I have found a ransom.” When the
divine precepts are understood, they unfold the foundation of fellowship, in which one mind
is not at war with another, but all have one Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance
with the Scriptural command: “Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Man
and his Maker are correlated in divine Science, and real consciousness is cognizant only of
the things of God.

The realization that all inharmony is unreal brings objects and thoughts into human view in
their true light, and presents them as beautiful and immortal. Harmony in man is as real and

immortal as in music. Discord is unreal and mortal.

If God is admitted to be the only Mind and Life, there ceases to be any opportunity for sin
and death. When we learn in Science how to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is
perfect, thought is turned into new and healthy channels, — towards the contemplation of
things immortal and away from materiality to the Principle of the universe, including

harmonious man.

Material beliefs and spiritual understanding never mingle. The latter destroys the former.
Discord is the nothingness named error. Harmony is the somethingness named Truth.
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 275:31-28)

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual
beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: “Neither death, nor life, . . . nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God.” This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love
cannot be deprived of its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for
sorrow is not the master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never
produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect

Principle — is sinless and eternal.



Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine Principle is
the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense. Truth
is not contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is

unnatural, unreal.

The science of music governs tones. If mortals caught harmony through material sense,
they would lose harmony, if time or accident robbed them of material sense. To be master
of chords and discords, the science of music must be understood. Left to the decisions of
material sense, music is liable to be misapprehended and lost in confusion. Controlled by
belief, instead of understanding, music is, must be, imperfectly expressed. So man, not
understanding the Science of being, — thrusting aside his divine Principle as
incomprehensible, — is abandoned to conjectures, left in the hands of ignorance, placed at
the disposal of illusions, subjected to material sense which is discord. A discontented,

discordant mortal is no more a man than discord is music.

A picture in the camera or a face reflected in the mirror is not the original, though
resembling it. Man, in the likeness of his Maker, reflects the central light of being, the
invisible God. As there is no corporeality in the mirrored form, which is but a reflection, so
man, like all things real, reflects God, his divine Principle, not in a mortal body.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 304:3—-11 (np))

Acting from sinful motives destroys your power of healing from the right motive. On the
other hand, if you had the inclination or power to practise wrongly and then should adopt
Christian Science, the wrong power would be destroyed. You do not deny the
mathematician's right to distinguish the correct from the incorrect among the examples on
the blackboard, nor disbelieve the musician when he distinguishes concord from discord. In

like manner it should be granted that the author understands what she is saying.

Right and wrong, truth and error, will be at strife in the minds of students, until victory rests



on the side of invincible truth.
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 452:28-8)

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems,
knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of
materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith.
The only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life

eternal. Though empires fall, “the Lord shall reign forever.”

A book introduces new thoughts, but it cannot make them speedily understood. It is the task
of the sturdy pioneer to hew the tall oak and to cut the rough granite. Future ages must
declare what the pioneer has accomplished.

Since the author's discovery of the might of Truth in the treatment of disease as well as of
sin, her system has been fully tested and has not been found wanting; but to reach the
heights of Christian Science, man must live in obedience to its divine Principle. To develop
the full might of this Science, the discords of corporeal sense must yield to the harmony of
spiritual sense, even as the science of music corrects false tones and gives sweet concord
to sound.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. vii:13-8)

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is
committed to understanding and practicing the
works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our
church is a healing church and all mankind is
included in the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom,
we have Sunday in person Service and also right
here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday
School for young people up to the age of 20 is
back in church.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



