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Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 59, 115, 233 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Genesis 28:10–22) 

¶ And Jacob went out from Beer–sheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, 

and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a 

ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God 

ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD 

God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, 

and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 

west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 

thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 

which I have spoken to thee of. ¶ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD 

is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is 

none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil 

upon the top of it. And he called the name of that place Beth–el: but the name of that city was called 

Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, So that I come again to my father's 

house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall 

be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

 



 

(Matthew 2:1–12) 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 

came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for 

we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard 

these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And 

they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, 

in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a 

Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, 

inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 

Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that 

I may come and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, 

which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. ¶ And when they were come into the 

house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and 

when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 

myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way. 

 

 

(Hebrews 12:1–15) 

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is 

set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 

of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 

wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. And ye 

have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou 

the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he 

chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 

you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without 

chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have 



had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather 

be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after 

their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no 

chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. Wherefore lift up the hands 

which hang down, and the feeble knees; And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is 

lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 

without which no man shall see the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest 

any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 20:14–32) 

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and “with his stripes [the rejection of 

error] we are healed.” “Despised and rejected of men,” returning blessing for cursing, he taught 

mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature of God; and when error felt the power of Truth, 

the scourge and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing that to obey 

the divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from sin to holiness.  

 

Material belief is slow to acknowledge what the spiritual fact implies. The truth is the centre of all 

religion. It commands sure entrance into the realm of Love. St. Paul wrote, “Let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us;” that is, let us put aside material self and sense, and seek the divine Principle and 

Science of all healing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 38:21) 

Jesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings were the fruits of 

other people's sins, not of his own. The eternal Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never suffered. Jesus 

mapped out the path for others. He unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love. To those 

buried in the belief of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the senses, he said in 

substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye should understand and be 

converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the material senses shut out Truth and its healing 

power. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 40:31–13) 

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the anchor 

of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has passed 

before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of the 

righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart from 

material sense into the spiritual sense of being.  

 

The God-inspired walk calmly on though it be with bleeding footprints, and in the hereafter they will 

reap what they now sow. The pampered hypocrite may have a flowery pathway here, but he cannot 

forever break the Golden Rule and escape the penalty due. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 174:9–21) 

The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and portend a long night to the 

traveller; but the angels of His presence — the spiritual intuitions that tell us when “the night is far 

spent, the day is at hand” — are our guardians in the gloom. Whoever opens the way in Christian 

Science is a pilgrim and stranger, marking out the path for generations yet unborn.  

 

The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will overtake the ages, 

rebuking in their course all error and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven on earth. Truth is revealed. 

It needs only to be practised. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 264:28–266:5) 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall behold 

and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man.  

 

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine Science. Man is 

the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind. Man understands spiritual 

existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate 

Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of 

being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off.  

 

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's absorption 

into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of 

thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace.  

 

The senses represent birth as untimely and death as irresistible, as if man were a weed growing 

apace or a flower withered by the sun and nipped by untimely frosts; but this is true only of a mortal, 

not of a man in God's image and likeness. The truth of being is perennial, and the error is unreal and 

obsolete.  

 

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The 

aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love. 

The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The pains of 



sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.  

 

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the 

affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the 

sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's higher 

individuality and destiny. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 253:18–15) 

If you believe in and practise wrong knowingly, you can at once change your course and do right. 

Matter can make no opposition to right endeavors against sin or sickness, for matter is inert, 

mindless. Also, if you believe yourself diseased, you can alter this wrong belief and action without 

hindrance from the body.  

 

Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing (as you ought to know) 

that God never requires obedience to a so-called material law, for no such law exists. The belief in 

sin and death is destroyed by the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death, of harmony 

instead of discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh.  

 

The divine demand, “Be ye therefore perfect,” is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can “run, and not 

be weary; . . . walk, and not faint,” who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and 

yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh 

is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the spiritual 

facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on God and 

seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual 

perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of 

being, is doing much. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 223:14–10) 

The question, “What is Truth,” convulses the world. Many are ready to meet this inquiry with the 

assurance which comes of understanding; but more are blinded by their old illusions, and try to “give 

it pause.” “If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”  

 

The efforts of error to answer this question by some ology are vain. Spiritual rationality and free 

thought accompany approaching Science, and cannot be put down. They will emancipate humanity, 

and supplant unscientific means and so-called laws.  

 

Peals that should startle the slumbering thought from its erroneous dream are partially unheeded; 

but the last trump has not sounded, or this would not be so. Marvels, calamities, and sin will much 

more abound as truth urges upon mortals its resisted claims; but the awful daring of sin destroys sin, 

and foreshadows the triumph of truth. God will overturn, until “He come whose right it is.” Longevity 

is increasing and the power of sin diminishing, for the world feels the alterative effect of truth through 

every pore.  

 



As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the dissolving paths of the present, we shall better 

understand the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant our feet on firmer ground. 

Every sensuous pleasure or pain is self-destroyed through suffering. There should be painless 

progress, attended by life and peace instead of discord and death. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 426:5–32) 

The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult when she has the high goal always 

before her thoughts, than when she counts her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it. When the 

destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle for Truth makes one strong 

instead of weak, resting instead of wearying one. If the belief in death were obliterated, and the 

understanding obtained that there is no death, this would be a “tree of life,” known by its fruits. Man 

should renew his energies and endeavors, and see the folly of hypocrisy, while also learning the 

necessity of working out his own salvation. When it is learned that disease cannot destroy life, and 

that mortals are not saved from sin or sickness by death, this understanding will quicken into 

newness of life. It will master either a desire to die or a dread of the grave, and thus destroy the 

great fear that besets mortal existence.  

 

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard of 

health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of 

Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. Sin brought death, and death will 

disappear with the disappearance of sin. Man is immortal, and the body cannot die, because matter 

has no life to surrender. The human concepts named matter, death, disease, sickness, and sin are 

all that can be destroyed. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 451:8–30) 

Students of Christian Science, who start with its letter and think to succeed without the spirit, will 

either make shipwreck of their faith or be turned sadly awry. They must not only seek, but strive, to 

enter the narrow path of Life, for “wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 

and many there be which go in thereat.” Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and 

where his treasure is, there will his heart be also. If our hopes and affections are spiritual, they come 

from above, not from beneath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mind-healing, knows that 

human will is not Christian Science, and he must recognize this in order to defend himself from the 

influence of human will. He feels morally obligated to open the eyes of his students that they may 

perceive the nature and methods of error of every sort, especially any subtle degree of evil, deceived 

and deceiving. All mental malpractice arises from ignorance or malice aforethought. It is the injurious 

action of one mortal mind controlling another from wrong motives, and it is practised either with a 

mistaken or a wicked purpose. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 454:4–24) 



Teach your students the omnipotence of Truth, which illustrates the impotence of error. The 

understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the true 

path, — the path which leads to the house built without hands “eternal in the heavens.” Human hate 

has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. That evil or matter has neither 

intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute Christian Science, and this is the great truth which 

strips all disguise from error.  

 

He, who understands in a sufficient degree the Principle of Mind-healing, points out to his student 

error as well as truth, the wrong as well as the right practice. Love for God and man is the true 

incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right 

motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at 

the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form 

the perfect concept. Patience must “have her perfect work.” 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 



In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


