Comforting

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 8, 174, 313

THE BIBLE
(John 8:12–32)
¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou
bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear
record of myself, yet my record is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell
whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law,
that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent
me beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye
neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These
words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his
hour was not yet come. Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and
shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself?
because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am
from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in
your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said they unto him, Who
art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I have
many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those
things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. Then
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and
that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent
me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he
spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth

shall make you free.

(John 16:1–27)
These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out of the
synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.
And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. But these
things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And
these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. But now I go my way to
him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? But because I have said these
things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and
ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and
shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of
mine, and shall shew it unto you. A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and
ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. Then said some of his disciples among themselves,
What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and
ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A
little while? we cannot tell what he saith. Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and
said unto them, Do ye inquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me:
and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and
lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.
A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the
world. And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and
your joy no man taketh from you. And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked
nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. These things have I spoken
unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I

shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that
I will pray the Father for you: For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and
have believed that I came out from God.

(John 15:1–27)
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so
have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment,
That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for
all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things I
command you, that ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I
said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do
unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. If I had not come and
spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin. He that hateth me
hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had
not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. But this cometh to
pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. But

when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye
have been with me from the beginning.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 127:9–19 (np))
The terms Divine Science, Spiritual Science, Christ Science or Christian Science, or Science alone,
she employs interchangeably, according to the requirements of the context. These synonymous
terms stand for everything relating to God, the infinite, supreme, eternal Mind. It may be said,
however, that the term Christian Science relates especially to Science as applied to humanity.
Christian Science reveals God, not as the author of sin, sickness, and death, but as divine Principle,
Supreme Being, Mind, exempt from all evil. It teaches that matter is the falsity, not the fact, of
existence; that nerves, brain, stomach, lungs, and so forth, have — as matter — no intelligence, life,
nor sensation.
There is no physical science, inasmuch as all truth proceeds from the divine Mind. Therefore truth is
not human, and is not a law of matter, for matter is not a lawgiver. Science is an emanation of divine
Mind, and is alone able to interpret God aright. It has a spiritual, and not a material origin. It is a
divine utterance, — the Comforter which leadeth into all truth.
Christian Science eschews what is called natural science, in so far as this is built on the false
hypotheses that matter is its own lawgiver, that law is founded on material conditions, and that these
are final and overrule the might of divine Mind. Good is natural and primitive. It is not miraculous to
itself.
The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of the
universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found
that Christian Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of
character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary
capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is
capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A
knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends
the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker
into his native air of insight and perspicacity.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 270:31–272:2)
The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was indigenous to his spirituality, — the good soil
wherein the seed of Truth springs up and bears much fruit. Christ's Christianity is the chain of
scientific being reappearing in all ages, maintaining its obvious correspondence with the Scriptures
and uniting all periods in the design of God. Neither emasculation, illusion, nor insubordination exists

in divine Science.
Jesus instructed his disciples whereby to heal the sick through Mind instead of matter. He knew that
the philosophy, Science, and proof of Christianity were in Truth, casting out all inharmony.
In Latin the word rendered disciple signifies student; and the word indicates that the power of healing
was not a supernatural gift to those learners, but the result of their cultivated spiritual understanding
of the divine Science, which their Master demonstrated by healing the sick and sinning. Hence the
universal application of his saying: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me [understand me] through their word.”
Our Master said, “But the Comforter . . . shall teach you all things.” When the Science of Christianity
appears, it will lead you into all truth. The Sermon on the Mount is the essence of this Science, and
the eternal life, not the death of Jesus, is its outcome.
Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast them on the right side for Truth, have the
opportunity now, as aforetime, to learn and to practise Christian healing. The Scriptures contain it.
The spiritual import of the Word imparts this power. But, as Paul says, “How shall they hear without
a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?” If sent, how shall they preach,
convert, and heal multitudes, except the people hear?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 234:1–30)
Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere with truth, even as ritualism and creed hamper
spirituality. If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.
Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, sermon, or Science — blesses the
human family with crumbs of comfort from Christ's table, feeding the hungry and giving living waters
to the thirsty.
We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as
watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers. We should love our
enemies and help them on the basis of the Golden Rule; but avoid casting pearls before those who
trample them under foot, thereby robbing both themselves and others.
If mortals would keep proper ward over mortal mind, the brood of evils which infest it would be
cleared out. We must begin with this so-called mind and empty it of sin and sickness, or sin and
sickness will never cease. The present codes of human systems disappoint the weary searcher after
a divine theology, adequate to the right education of human thought.
Sin and disease must be thought before they can be manifested. You must control evil thoughts in
the first instance, or they will control you in the second. Jesus declared that to look with desire on
forbidden objects was to break a moral precept. He laid great stress on the action of the human
mind, unseen to the senses.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 331:26 Life)
... Life, Truth, and Love constitute the triune Person called God, — that is, the triply divine Principle,
Love. They represent a trinity in unity, three in one, — the same in essence, though multiform in
office: God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; divine Science or the Holy
Comforter. These three express in divine Science the threefold, essential nature of the infinite. They
also indicate the divine Principle of scientific being, the intelligent relation of God to man and the
universe.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 332:19 Jesus)
... Jesus demonstrated Christ; he proved that Christ is the divine idea of God — the Holy Ghost, or
Comforter, revealing the divine Principle, Love, and leading into all truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 578:4–18)
PSALM XXIII
[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want.
[LOVE] maketh me to lie down in green pastures: [LOVE] leadeth me beside the still waters.
[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His
name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is with
me; [LOVE'S] rod and [LOVE'S] staff they comfort me.
[LOVE] prepareth a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: [LOVE] anointeth my head
with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house [the
consciousness] of [LOVE] for ever.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:15–29)
Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing
power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled.
The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his
earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit
and power of Christian healing.

In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.”
This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
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understanding and practicing the works of
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In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
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