
ASCEND 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns  458, 470, 599 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Acts 1:1–11) 

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus 

began both to do and teach, Until the day in which he was 

taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 

commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To 

whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many 

infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of 

the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: And, being 

assembled together with them, commanded them that they 

should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly 

baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 

Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come 

together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 

restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It 

is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 

Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, 



after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when 

he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 

up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they 

looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men 

of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 

which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 

manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 

(Ephesians 1:17–2:0) 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 

knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 

and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 

who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 

and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far 

above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 

every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 

that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, 

and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  



 

(Matthew 28:16–20 (to 1st .)) 

¶ Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 

mountain where Jesus had appointed them. And when they 

saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus 

came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 

in heaven and in earth. ¶ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. ... 

 

(I Peter 4:11–19) 

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any 

man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: 

that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is 

to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; 

that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 

exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, 

happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 

you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 

glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 



or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet 

if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 

him glorify God on this behalf. For the time is come that 

judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 

us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of 

God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 

ungodly and the sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suffer 

according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls 

to him in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

 

(John 17:1–13) 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 

said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 

may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 

that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 

him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have 

glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou 

gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 

own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world 

was. I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou 

gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest 

them me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known 

that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I 

have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and 

they have received them, and have known surely that I came 



out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 

I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which 

thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, 

and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am 

no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 

thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 

thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. While I 

was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 

that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but 

the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And 

now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that 

they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 

(Romans 10:1–13) 

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 

they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a 

zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 

ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish 

their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto 

the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses 

describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man 

which doeth those things shall live by them. But the 

righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in 

thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring 

Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the deep? 



(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith 

it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 

that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt 

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 

be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 

scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 

ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the 

Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 

him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 

be saved. 

 

(Ephesians 4:2–13) 

With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 

one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, 

even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, 

and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given 

grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore 

he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 

captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what 

is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 

earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far 

above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave 



some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 

and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 

saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 

of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 46:13–9) 

The Master said plainly that physique was not Spirit, and after 

his resurrection he proved to the physical senses that his body 

was not changed until he himself ascended, — or, in other 

words, rose even higher in the understanding of Spirit, God. To 

convince Thomas of this, Jesus caused him to examine the 

nailprints and the spear-wound.  

 

Jesus' unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be 

death was followed by his exaltation above all material 

conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and 

revealed unmistakably a probationary and progressive state 

beyond the grave. Jesus was “the way;” that is, he marked the 

way for all men. In his final demonstration, called the 

ascension, which closed the earthly record of Jesus, he rose 



above the physical knowledge of his disciples, and the material 

senses saw him no more.  

 

His students then received the Holy Ghost. By this is meant, 

that by all they had witnessed and suffered, they were roused 

to an enlarged understanding of divine Science, even to the 

spiritual interpretation and discernment of Jesus' teachings and 

demonstrations, which gave them a faint conception of the Life 

which is God. They no longer measured man by material sense. 

After gaining the true idea of their glorified Master, they 

became better healers, leaning no longer on matter, but on the 

divine Principle of their work. The influx of light was sudden. It 

was sometimes an overwhelming power as on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 292:19–12) 

Explaining the origin of material man and mortal mind, Jesus 

said: “Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye 

cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father, the devil [evil], and 

the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 

in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he 

is a liar, and the father of it.”  

 



This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. 

Therefore man would be annihilated, were it not for the 

spiritual real man's indissoluble connection with his God, which 

Jesus brought to light. In his resurrection and ascension, Jesus 

showed that a mortal man is not the real essence of manhood, 

and that this unreal material mortality disappears in presence 

of the reality.  

 

Electricity is not a vital fluid, but the least material form of 

illusive consciousness, — the material mindlessness, which 

forms no link between matter and Mind, and which destroys 

itself. Matter and mortal mind are but different strata of 

human belief. The grosser substratum is named matter or body; 

the more ethereal is called mind. This so-called mind and body 

is the illusion called a mortal, a mind in matter. In reality and in 

Science, both strata, mortal mind and mortal body, are false 

representatives of man. 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, p. 313:23) 

Jesus of Nazareth was the most scientific man that ever trod 

the globe. He plunged beneath the material surface of things, 

and found the spiritual cause. To accommodate himself to 

immature ideas of spiritual power, — for spirituality was 

possessed only in a limited degree even by his disciples, — 



Jesus called the body, which by spiritual power he raised from 

the grave, “flesh and bones.” To show that the substance of 

himself was Spirit and the body no more perfect because of 

death and no less material until the ascension (his further 

spiritual exaltation), Jesus waited until the mortal or fleshly 

sense had relinquished the belief of substance-matter, and 

spiritual sense had quenched all earthly yearnings. Thus he 

found the eternal Ego, and proved that he and the Father were 

inseparable as God and His reflection or spiritual man. Our 

Master gained the solution of being, demonstrating the 

existence of but one Mind without a second or equal. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 334:10 The) 

... The invisible Christ was imperceptible to the so-called 

personal senses, whereas Jesus appeared as a bodily existence. 

This dual personality of the unseen and the seen, the spiritual 

and material, the eternal Christ and the corporeal Jesus 

manifest in flesh, continued until the Master's ascension, when 

the human, material concept, or Jesus, disappeared, while the 

spiritual self, or Christ, continues to exist in the eternal order of 

divine Science, taking away the sins of the world, as the Christ 

has always done, even before the human Jesus was incarnate 

to mortal eyes. 

 



 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 42:15–12) 

The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was 

the proof of his final triumph over body and matter, and gave 

full evidence of divine Science, — evidence so important to 

mortals. The belief that man has existence or mind separate 

from God is a dying error. This error Jesus met with divine 

Science and proved its nothingness. Because of the wondrous 

glory which God bestowed on His anointed, temptation, sin, 

sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let men think they 

had killed the body! Afterwards he would show it to them 

unchanged. This demonstrates that in Christian Science the true 

man is governed by God — by good, not evil — and is therefore 

not a mortal but an immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the 

Science of this proof. He was here to enable them to test his 

still uncomprehended saying, “He that believeth on me, the 

works that I do shall he do also.” They must understand more 

fully his Life-principle by casting out error, healing the sick, and 

raising the dead, even as they did understand it after his bodily 

departure.  

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, p. 593:9) 

RESURRECTION. Spiritualization of thought; a new and higher 

idea of immortality, or spiritual existence; material belief 

yielding to spiritual understanding. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker 

Eddy, pp. 42:15–12) 

The magnitude of Jesus' work, his material disappearance 

before their eyes and his reappearance, all enabled the 

disciples to understand what Jesus had said. Heretofore they 

had only believed; now they understood. The advent of this 

understanding is what is meant by the descent of the Holy 

Ghost, — that influx of divine Science which so illuminated the 

Pentecostal Day and is now repeating its ancient history.  

 

Jesus' last proof was the highest, the most convincing, the most 

profitable to his students. 

 

 

 

 



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 


