
Courageousness 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 151, 320, 427 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Exodus 14:5–31) 

¶ And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants 

was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go 

from serving us? And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: And he took six 

hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them. And 

the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: 

and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the 

horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by 

the sea, beside Pi–hahiroth, before Baal–zephon. ¶ And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of 

Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: 

and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. And they said unto Moses, Because there were 

no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus 

with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let 

us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 

than that we should die in the wilderness. ¶ And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, 

and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye 

have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye 

shall hold your peace. ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak 

unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 

over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the 

sea. And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get 

me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the 



Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 

chariots, and upon his horsemen. ¶ And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 

removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 

behind them: And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a 

cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the 

other all the night. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to 

go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 

divided. And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters 

were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. ¶ And the Egyptians pursued, and went in 

after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it 

came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the 

pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, And took off their chariot 

wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; 

for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians. ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out 

thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, 

and upon their horsemen. And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to 

his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew 

the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 

horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so 

much as one of them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the 

waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that 

day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And 

Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the 

LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. 

 

 

(Psalms 46:1–11 (to 1st .)) 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 

earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters 

thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. There is 

a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the 

most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right 

early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. The 

LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. Come, behold the works of the 



LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the 

earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be 

still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The 

LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. ... 

 

 

(Esther 5:6–12) 

¶ And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition? and it shall be granted 

thee: and what is thy request? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. Then answered 

Esther, and said, My petition and my request is; If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if it 

please the king to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king and Haman come to the 

banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king hath said. ¶ Then went 

Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad heart: but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, 

that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indignation against Mordecai. Nevertheless 

Haman refrained himself: and when he came home, he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh 

his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the 

things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and 

servants of the king. Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with the 

king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to-morrow am I invited unto her also 

with the king. 

 

 

(Acts 20:16–38) 

For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he 

hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. ¶ And from Miletus he 

sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto 

them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all 

seasons, Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which 

befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, 

but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house, Testifying both to the 

Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And 

now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 

there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 



But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 

course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 

grace of God. And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 

of God, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the 

blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. ¶ Take heed 

therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 

overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, 

that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your 

own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore 

watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day 

with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 

build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no 

man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto 

my necessities, and to them that were with me. I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring 

ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 

blessed to give than to receive. ¶ And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with 

them all. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, Sorrowing most of all for 

the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto 

the ship. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 28:32–11) 

There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral courage. Christians must take 

up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in themselves and in others, 

and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep the faith, they will have 

the crown of rejoicing.  

 

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It bids us work the more 

earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of 

self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 49:7–25) 

Where were the seventy whom Jesus sent forth? Were all conspirators save eleven? Had they 

forgotten the great exponent of God? Had they so soon lost sight of his mighty works, his toils, 

privations, sacrifices, his divine patience, sublime courage, and unrequited affection? O, why did 

they not gratify his last human yearning with one sign of fidelity?  

 

The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of man, met his earthly fate alone 

with God. No human eye was there to pity, no arm to save. Forsaken by all whom he had blessed, 

this faithful sentinel of God at the highest post of power, charged with the grandest trust of heaven, 

was ready to be transformed by the renewing of the infinite Spirit. He was to prove that the Christ is 

not subject to material conditions, but is above the reach of human wrath, and is able, through Truth, 

Life, and Love, to triumph over sin, sickness, death, and the grave. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 97:5–14 (np)) 

In reality, the more closely error simulates truth and so-called matter resembles its essence, mortal 

mind, the more impotent error becomes as a belief. According to human belief, the lightning is fierce 

and the electric current swift, yet in Christian Science the flight of one and the blow of the other will 

become harmless. The more destructive matter becomes, the more its nothingness will appear, until 

matter reaches its mortal zenith in illusion and forever disappears. The nearer a false belief 

approaches truth without passing the boundary where, having been destroyed by divine Love, it 

ceases to be even an illusion, the riper it becomes for destruction. The more material the belief, the 

more obvious its error, until divine Spirit, supreme in its domain, dominates all matter, and man is 

found in the likeness of Spirit, his original being.  

 

The broadest facts array the most falsities against themselves, for they bring error from under cover. 

It requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth lifts her voice, the louder will error scream, until 

its inarticulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion.  

 

“He uttered His voice, the earth melted.” This Scripture indicates that all matter will disappear before 

the supremacy of Spirit.  

 

Christianity is again demonstrating the Life that is Truth, and the Truth that is Life, by the apostolic 

work of casting out error and healing the sick. Earth has no repayment for the persecutions which 

attend a new step in Christianity; but the spiritual recompense of the persecuted is assured in the 

elevation of existence above mortal discord and in the gift of divine Love.  

 

The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the reappearance of 

the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no other sign shall be given. Body 

cannot be saved except through Mind. The Science of Christianity is misinterpreted by a material 

age, for it is the healing influence of Spirit (not spirits) which the material senses cannot 

comprehend, — which can only be spiritually discerned. Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses 

do not express Christian Science; much less can they demonstrate it. 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 327:17–13) 

To the physical senses, the strict demands of Christian Science seem peremptory; but mortals are 

hastening to learn that Life is God, good, and that evil has in reality neither place nor power in the 

human or the divine economy.  

 

Fear of punishment never made man truly honest. Moral courage is requisite to meet the wrong and 

to proclaim the right. But how shall we reform the man who has more animal than moral courage, 

and who has not the true idea of good? Through human consciousness, convince the mortal of his 

mistake in seeking material means for gaining happiness. Reason is the most active human faculty. 

Let that inform the sentiments and awaken the man's dormant sense of moral obligation, and by 

degrees he will learn the nothingness of the pleasures of human sense and the grandeur and bliss of 

a spiritual sense, which silences the material or corporeal. Then he not only will be saved, but is 

saved.  

 

Mortals suppose that they can live without goodness, when God is good and the only real Life. What 

is the result? Understanding little about the divine Principle which saves and heals, mortals get rid of 

sin, sickness, and death only in belief. These errors are not thus really destroyed, and must 

therefore cling to mortals until, here or hereafter, they gain the true understanding of God in the 

Science which destroys human delusions about Him and reveals the grand realities of His allness. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 404:17–21 (np)) 

The temperance reform, felt all over our land, results from metaphysical healing, which cuts down 

every tree that brings not forth good fruit. This conviction, that there is no real pleasure in sin, is one 

of the most important points in the theology of Christian Science. Arouse the sinner to this new and 

true view of sin, show him that sin confers no pleasure, and this knowledge strengthens his moral 

courage and increases his ability to master evil and to love good.  

 

Healing the sick and reforming the sinner are one and the same thing in Christian Science. Both 

cures require the same method and are inseparable in Truth. Hatred, envy, dishonesty, fear, and so 

forth, make a man sick, and neither material medicine nor Mind can help him permanently, even in 

body, unless it makes him better mentally, and so delivers him from his destroyers. The basic error 

is mortal mind. Hatred inflames the brutal propensities. The indulgence of evil motives and aims 

makes any man, who is above the lowest type of manhood, a hopeless sufferer.  

 

Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with 

kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty. 

Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators against 

health, happiness, and success. They will deliver you to the judge, the arbiter of truth against error. 

The judge will deliver you to justice, and the sentence of the moral law will be executed upon mortal 

mind and body. Both will be manacled until the last farthing is paid, — until you have balanced your 

account with God. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” The good man finally can 

overcome his fear of sin. This is sin's necessity, — to destroy itself. Immortal man demonstrates the 

government of God, good, in which is no power to sin. 

 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 514:10–3) 

Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the king of the mental realm. Free and fearless it 

roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in “green pastures, . . . beside the 

still waters.” In the figurative transmission from the divine thought to the human, diligence, 

promptness, and perseverance are likened to “the cattle upon a thousand hills.” They carry the 

baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace with highest purpose. Tenderness accompanies all the 

might imparted by Spirit. The individuality created by God is not carnivorous, as witness the 

millennial estate pictured by Isaiah: —  

 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,  

And the leopard shall lie down with the kid;  

And the calf and the young lion, and the fatling together;  

And a little child shall lead them.  

 

Understanding the control which Love held over all, Daniel felt safe in the lions' den, and Paul 

proved the viper to be harmless. All of God's creatures, moving in the harmony of Science, are 

harmless, useful, indestructible. A realization of this grand verity was a source of strength to the 

ancient worthies. It supports Christian healing, and enables its possessor to emulate the example of 

Jesus. “And God saw that it was good.” 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 



healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


