
REPENTANCE 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns  581, 523, 510 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Matt. 3:1–11) 

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judæa, And saying, Repent 

ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet 

Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight. And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle 

about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and 

all Judæa, and all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, 

confessing their sins. ¶ But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 

baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within 

yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones 

to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 

therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. I 

indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

 (Matt. 9:10–17) 

¶ And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners 

came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto 

his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, 

he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye 

and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance. ¶ Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do 

we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto them, Can the 

children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will 



come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. No man putteth 

a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the 

garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the 

bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into 

new bottles, and both are preserved. 

 (Luke 15:7–24 (to 1st .)) 

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 

over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. ¶ Either what woman having ten 

pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek 

diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours 

together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I say 

unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. ¶ 

And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, 

give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not 

many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, 

and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a 

mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And he went and joined himself to a 

citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have 

filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when he 

came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to 

spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 

have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: 

make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was 

yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 

kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 

and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the 

best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither 

the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive 

again; he was lost, and is found. ... 

 (II Cor. 7:9–11) 

Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were 

made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly 

sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 

worketh death. For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what 

carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what 

fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 

approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. 

 (II Pet. 3:9, 10) 



The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 

to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the 

day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 

are therein shall be burned up. 

 (Acts 11:16–18) 

Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; 

but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as 

he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 

When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God 

also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(SH 19:17) 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 

will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner 

continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-

one-ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and 

enables man to do the will of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the 

divine Principle of the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in 

disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good. 

 (SH 34:29–36:9) 

What a contrast between our Lord's last supper and his last spiritual breakfast with his disciples 

in the bright morning hours at the joyful meeting on the shore of the Galilean Sea! His gloom 

had passed into glory, and his disciples' grief into repentance, — hearts chastened and pride 

rebuked. Convinced of the fruitlessness of their toil in the dark and wakened by their Master's 

voice, they changed their methods, turned away from material things, and cast their net on the 

right side. Discerning Christ, Truth, anew on the shore of time, they were enabled to rise 

somewhat from mortal sensuousness, or the burial of mind in matter, into newness of life as 

Spirit.  

 

This spiritual meeting with our Lord in the dawn of a new light is the morning meal which 

Christian Scientists commemorate. They bow before Christ, Truth, to receive more of his 

reappearing and silently to commune with the divine Principle, Love. They celebrate their Lord's 



victory over death, his probation in the flesh after death, its exemplification of human 

probation, and his spiritual and final ascension above matter, or the flesh, when he rose out of 

material sight.  

 

Our baptism is a purification from all error. Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. We 

can unite with this church only as we are new-born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which is Truth 

and the Truth which is Life by bringing forth the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing 

the sick. Our Eucharist is spiritual communion with the one God. Our bread, “which cometh 

down from heaven,” is Truth. Our cup is the cross. Our wine the inspiration of Love, the draught 

our Master drank and commended to his followers.  

 

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient 

to reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity 

and affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love 

simply through translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of 

sufficient suffering, either before or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty 

due for sin, would be for Truth to pardon error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance 

with God's government, since justice is the handmaid of mercy. 

 (SH 242:1–13 (np)) 

Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs 

and false individuality. It is only a question of time when “they shall all know Me [God], from 

the least of them unto the greatest.” Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the 

joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the body.  

 

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is to 

know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His 

reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.  

 

Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor 

to dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, 

and self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death.  

 

The vesture of Life is Truth. According to the Bible, the facts of being are commonly 

misconstrued, for it is written: “They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they 



did cast lots.” The divine Science of man is woven into one web of consistency without seam or 

rent. Mere speculation or superstition appropriates no part of the divine vesture, while 

inspiration restores every part of the Christly garment of righteousness.  

 

The finger-posts of divine Science show the way our Master trod, and require of Christians the 

proof which he gave, instead of mere profession. We may hide spiritual ignorance from the 

world, but we can never succeed in the Science and demonstration of spiritual good through 

ignorance or hypocrisy.  

 

The divine Love, which made harmless the poisonous viper, which delivered men from the 

boiling oil, from the fiery furnace, from the jaws of the lion, can heal the sick in every age and 

triumph over sin and death. It crowned the demonstrations of Jesus with unsurpassed power 

and love. But the same “Mind . . . which was also in Christ Jesus” must always accompany the 

letter of Science in order to confirm and repeat the ancient demonstrations of prophets and 

apostles. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 362:1–364:31)  

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a 

certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they were at 

meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A “strange 

woman” came in. Heedless of the fact that she was debarred from such a place and such society, 

especially under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo pariah 

intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary Magdalene, as she has 

since been called) approached Jesus. According to the custom of those days, he reclined on a 

couch with his head towards the table and his bare feet away from it. It was therefore easy for the 

Magdalen to come behind the couch and reach his feet. She bore an alabaster jar containing costly 

and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is in such common use in the East. Breaking the 

sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil, wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely 

about her shoulders, as was customary with women of her grade.  

 

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately. 

Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his host, — 

that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the 

woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short story 

or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who were released 

from their obligations by their common creditor. “Which of them will love him most?” was the 

Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, “He to whom he forgave most.” Jesus 

approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable 

declaration to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”  

 

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed, and did his 

insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? She bathed his feet with her tears before she anointed 



them with the oil. In the absence of other proofs, was her grief sufficient evidence to warrant the 

expectation of her repentance, reformation, and growth in wisdom? Certainly there was 

encouragement in the mere fact that she was showing her affection for a man of undoubted 

goodness and purity, who has since been rightfully regarded as the best man that ever trod this 

planet. Her reverence was unfeigned, and it was manifested towards one who was soon, though 

they knew it not, to lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and 

works they might be redeemed from sensuality and sin.  

 

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or the 

contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-righteousness and 

declaring the absolution of the penitent. He even said that this poor woman had done what his rich 

entertainer had neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a special sign of Oriental 

courtesy.  

 

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do 

Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and for 

personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return for the 

spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon, then it 

must be said of them also that they love little.  

 

On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance, by 

their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so, then it 

may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much, because 

much is forgiven them. 

 

(SH 367:10–9) 

This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not “for the loaves and fishes,” nor, like the 

Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, from 

the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with 

tears of repentance and with those hairs all numbered by the Father.  

 

A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, when 

he said: “Ye are the salt of the earth.” “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 

cannot be hid.” Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this 

light be not hid, but radiate and glow into noontide glory.  

 

The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a “still, small voice,” through 

silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of 

Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher 

attainments in this line of light.  

 



Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in 

goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might. Evil is but the counterpoise of nothingness. The 

greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence inspired by 

Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth. 

Divine Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come nearer than 

ever before to the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still clearer as error is self-

destroyed. 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 405:22–10) 

It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the cumulative effects of 

a guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of wrong-doing tends to destroy the ability to do 

right. If sin is not regretted and is not lessening, then it is hastening on to physical and moral 

doom. You are conquered by the moral penalties you incur and the ills they bring. The pains of 

sinful sense are less harmful than its pleasures. Belief in material suffering causes mortals to 

retreat from their error, to flee from body to Spirit, and to appeal to divine sources outside of 

themselves.  

The Bible contains the recipe for all healing. “The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations.” Sin and sickness are both healed by the same Principle. The tree is typical of man's 

divine Principle, which is equal to every emergency, offering full salvation from sin, sickness, 

and death. Sin will submit to Christian Science when, in place of modes and forms, the power of 

God is understood and demonstrated in the healing of mortals, both mind and body. “Perfect 

Love casteth out fear.” 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 



understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 


