RENEWAL

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.
We will begin today with Hymn___.

Hymns 115, 247, 537

THE BIBLE

(I Kings 19:1–8)
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also,
if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time. And when he saw that,
he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer–sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his
servant there. ¶ But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down
under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a juniper
tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and,
behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and
drink, and laid him down again. And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and
touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and
did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the
mount of God.

(Psalms 51:1–19)
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make
me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach
transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness,
O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open
thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the
walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt
offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

(Luke 15:8–10)
¶ Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and
sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her
friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had
lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth.

(Revelation 21:1–27)
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;
and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne

said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and
faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit
all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. And
there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he
carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto
a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and high, and
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names
of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the
south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and
in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed
to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and
the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand
furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall
thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the
angel. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear
glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones.
The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an
emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve
gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure
gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are
saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.
And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall
bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the
Lamb's book of life.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 109:4–7 (np))
Christian Science reveals incontrovertibly that Mind is All-in-all, that the only realities are the divine
Mind and idea. This great fact is not, however, seen to be supported by sensible evidence, until its
divine Principle is demonstrated by healing the sick and thus proved absolute and divine. This proof
once seen, no other conclusion can be reached.

For three years after my discovery, I sought the solution of this problem of Mind-healing, searched
the Scriptures and read little else, kept aloof from society, and devoted time and energies to
discovering a positive rule. The search was sweet, calm, and buoyant with hope, not selfish nor
depressing. I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mind-action to be God, and that cures were
produced in primitive Christian healing by holy, uplifting faith; but I must know the Science of this
healing, and I won my way to absolute conclusions through divine revelation, reason, and
demonstration. The revelation of Truth in the understanding came to me gradually and apparently
through divine power. When a new spiritual idea is borne to earth, the prophetic Scripture of Isaiah is
renewedly fulfilled: “Unto us a child is born, . . . and his name shall be called Wonderful.”
Jesus once said of his lessons: “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do His
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” (John vii. 16,
17.)
The three great verities of Spirit, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — Spirit possessing all
power, filling all space, constituting all Science, — contradict forever the belief that matter can be
actual. These eternal verities reveal primeval existence as the radiant reality of God's creation, in
which all that He has made is pronounced by His wisdom good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 49:14)

The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of man, met his earthly fate alone
with God. No human eye was there to pity, no arm to save. Forsaken by all whom he had blessed,
this faithful sentinel of God at the highest post of power, charged with the grandest trust of heaven,
was ready to be transformed by the renewing of the infinite Spirit. He was to prove that the Christ is
not subject to material conditions, but is above the reach of human wrath, and is able, through Truth,
Life, and Love, to triumph over sin, sickness, death, and the grave.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 136:29–25)
The disciples apprehended their Master better than did others; but they did not comprehend all that
he said and did, or they would not have questioned him so often. Jesus patiently persisted in
teaching and demonstrating the truth of being. His students saw this power of Truth heal the sick,
cast out evil, raise the dead; but the ultimate of this wonderful work was not spiritually discerned,
even by them, until after the crucifixion, when their immaculate Teacher stood before them, the victor
over sickness, sin, disease, death, and the grave.
Yearning to be understood, the Master repeated, “But whom say ye that I am?” This renewed inquiry
meant: Who or what is it that is able to do the work, so mysterious to the popular mind? In his
rejection of the answer already given and his renewal of the question, it is plain that Jesus
completely eschewed the narrow opinion implied in their citation of the common report about him.
With his usual impetuosity, Simon replied for his brethren, and his reply set forth a great fact: “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God!” That is: The Messiah is what thou hast declared, — Christ,
the spirit of God, of Truth, Life, and Love, which heals mentally. This assertion elicited from Jesus
the benediction, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven;” that is, Love hath shown thee the way of Life!

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 162:4–28)
Christian Science brings to the body the sunlight of Truth, which invigorates and purifies. Christian
Science acts as an alterative, neutralizing error with Truth. It changes the secretions, expels humors,
dissolves tumors, relaxes rigid muscles, restores carious bones to soundness. The effect of this
Science is to stir the human mind to a change of base, on which it may yield to the harmony of the

divine Mind.

Experiments have favored the fact that Mind governs the body, not in one instance, but in every
instance. The indestructible faculties of Spirit exist without the conditions of matter and also without
the false beliefs of a so-called material existence. Working out the rules of Science in practice, the
author has restored health in cases of both acute and chronic disease in their severest forms.
Secretions have been changed, the structure has been renewed, shortened limbs have been
elongated, ankylosed joints have been made supple, and carious bones have been restored to
healthy conditions. I have restored what is called the lost substance of lungs, and healthy
organizations have been established where disease was organic. Christian Science heals organic
disease as surely as it heals what is called functional, for it requires only a fuller understanding of the
divine Principle of Christian Science to demonstrate the higher rule.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 241:1–22)
“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” He, who knows God's will or the demands of divine Science
and obeys them, incurs the hostility of envy; and he who refuses obedience to God, is chastened by
Love.
Sensual treasures are laid up “where moth and rust doth corrupt.” Mortality is their doom. Sin breaks
in upon them, and carries off their fleeting joys. The sensualist's affections are as imaginary,
whimsical, and unreal as his pleasures. Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, revenge, and so
forth, steal away the treasures of Truth. Stripped of its coverings, what a mocking spectacle is sin!

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the spiritual
signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for mortals than can moonbeams to
melt a river of ice. The error of the ages is preaching without practice.

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness
and destroying sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 426:5–12 (np))
The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult when she has the high goal always
before her thoughts, than when she counts her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it. When the
destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle for Truth makes one strong
instead of weak, resting instead of wearying one. If the belief in death were obliterated, and the
understanding obtained that there is no death, this would be a “tree of life,” known by its fruits. Man
should renew his energies and endeavors, and see the folly of hypocrisy, while also learning the
necessity of working out his own salvation. When it is learned that disease cannot destroy life, and
that mortals are not saved from sin or sickness by death, this understanding will quicken into
newness of life. It will master either a desire to die or a dread of the grave, and thus destroy the
great fear that besets mortal existence.

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard of
health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of
Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. Sin brought death, and death will
disappear with the disappearance of sin. Man is immortal, and the body cannot die, because matter
has no life to surrender. The human concepts named matter, death, disease, sickness, and sin are
all that can be destroyed.

If it is true that man lives, this fact can never change in Science to the opposite belief that man dies.
Life is the law of Soul, even the law of the spirit of Truth, and Soul is never without its representative.
Man's individual being can no more die nor disappear in unconsciousness than can Soul, for both
are immortal. If man believes in death now, he must disbelieve in it when learning that there is no
reality in death, since the truth of being is deathless. The belief that existence is contingent on matter
must be met and mastered by Science, before Life can be understood and harmony obtained.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 556:10)
Mortal belief infolds the conditions of sin. Mortal belief dies to live again in renewed forms, only to go
out at last forever; for life everlasting is not to be gained by dying. Christian Science may absorb the
attention of sage and philosopher, but the Christian alone can fathom it. It is made known most fully
to him who understands best the divine Life. Did the origin and the enlightenment of the race come
from the deep sleep which fell upon Adam? Sleep is darkness, but God's creative mandate was, “Let
there be light.” In sleep, cause and effect are mere illusions. They seem to be something, but are

not. Oblivion and dreams, not realities, come with sleep. Even so goes on the Adam-belief, of which
mortal and material life is the dream.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 57:4)
Union of the masculine and feminine qualities constitutes completeness. The masculine mind
reaches a higher tone through certain elements of the feminine, while the feminine mind gains
courage and strength through masculine qualities. These different elements conjoin naturally with
each other, and their true harmony is in spiritual oneness. Both sexes should be loving, pure, tender,
and strong. The attraction between native qualities will be perpetual only as it is pure and true,
bringing sweet seasons of renewal like the returning spring.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
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understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
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