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Christian Science Hymnal # 465, 452, 179�

King James Bible�

I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine: ...

¶ The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping
upon the hills. ...

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.
For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;
The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a
good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

... Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all
things. And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that
he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: And I will make thee swear by the
LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto
my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: But thou shalt go
unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. And the
servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto
this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest?
And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. ¶
The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father’s house, and from the land of
my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed
will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto
my son from thence. ...

... ¶ And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all
the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia,
unto the city of Nahor. And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a
well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw
water. And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good
speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by
the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:



And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I
pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink
also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby
shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. ¶ And it came to pass,
before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to
Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon
her shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any
man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.
And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of
thy pitcher. And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher
upon her hand, and gave him drink. And when she had done giving him drink, she
said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. And she
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw
water, and drew for all his camels. And the man wondering at her held his peace, to
wit whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not. And it came to pass, as
the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold; And said, Whose
daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father’s house for us to
lodge in? And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah,
which she bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and
provender enough, and room to lodge in. And the man bowed down his head, and
worshipped the LORD. And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham,
who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way,
the LORD led me to the house of my master’s brethren. And the damsel ran, and told
them of her mother’s house these things. ¶ And Rebekah had a brother, and his name
was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. And it came to pass, when
he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and when he heard the words
of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the
man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. And he said, Come in, thou
blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house,
and room for the camels. ¶ And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his
camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and
the men’s feet that were with him. And there was set meat before him to eat: but he
said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. And he said, I
am Abraham’s servant. And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is
become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and
menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. And Sarah my master’s wife
bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he
hath. And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of
the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: But thou shalt go unto my
father’s house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son. And I said unto my
master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me. And he said unto me, The LORD,
before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt
take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father’s house: Then shalt thou be
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clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee
one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. And I came this day unto the well, and said, O
LORD God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: Behold, I
stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth
to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to
drink; And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the
same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master’s son. ...

And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me;
that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left. Then Laban and Bethuel answered and
said, The thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.
Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her and go, and let her be thy master’s son’s wife,
as the LORD hath spoken. And it came to pass, that, when Abraham’s servant heard
their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. And the servant
brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to
Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. And they did
eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose
up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master. And her brother and
her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that
she shall go. And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the LORD hath prospered
my way; send me away that I may go to my master. And they said, We will call the
damsel, and inquire at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt
thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. And they sent away Rebekah their
sister, and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant, and his men. And they blessed Rebekah,
and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions,
and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them. ¶ And Rebekah arose, and
her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant
took Rebekah, and went his way. And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai–roi;
for he dwelt in the south country. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the
eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.
And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For
she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us?
And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a veil, and covered
herself. And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. And Isaac brought her
into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved
her: ...

¶ Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as
death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a
most vehement flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown
it: ...
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And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I will even
betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the
wife see that she reverence her husband.

For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the
Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.

The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy�

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need.

Marriage is the legal and moral provision for generation among human kind. Until the
spiritual creation is discerned intact, is apprehended and understood, and
His kingdom is come as in the vision of the Apocalypse, — where the
corporeal sense of creation was cast out, and its spiritual sense was revealed
from heaven, — marriage will continue, subject to such moral regulations as will
secure increasing virtue.

Marriage
temporal

Chastity is the cement of civilization and progress. Without it there is no stability in
society, and without it one cannot attain the Science of Life.

Union of the masculine and feminine qualities constitutes completeness. The
masculine mind reaches a higher tone through certain elements of the Mental

elements
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feminine, while the feminine mind gains courage and strength through
masculine qualities. These different elements conjoin naturally with each
other, and their true harmony is in spiritual oneness. Both sexes should be loving,
pure, tender, and strong. The attraction between native qualities will be perpetual only
as it is pure and true, bringing sweet seasons of renewal like the returning spring.

Beauty, wealth, or fame is incompetent to meet the demands of the affections, and
should never weigh against the better claims of intellect, goodness, and
virtue. Happiness is spiritual, born of Truth and Love. It is unselfish;
therefore it cannot exist alone, but requires all mankind to share it.

elements

Affection’s
demands

There is moral freedom in Soul. Never contract the horizon of a worthy outlook by the
selfish exaction of all another’s time and thoughts. With additional joys,
benevolence should grow more diffusive. The narrowness and jealousy,
which would confine a wife or a husband forever within four walls, will not
promote the sweet interchange of confidence and love; but on the other hand, a
wandering desire for incessant amusement outside the home circle is a poor augury
for the happiness of wedlock. Home is the dearest spot on earth, and it should be the
centre, though not the boundary, of the affections.

Said the peasant bride to her lover: “Two eat no more together than they eat
separately.” This is a hint that a wife ought not to court vulgar extravagance
or stupid ease, because another supplies her wants. Wealth may obviate the
necessity for toil or the chance for ill-nature in the marriage relation, but
nothing can abolish the cares of marriage.

“She that is married careth . . . how she may please her husband,” says the Bible; and
this is the pleasantest thing to do. Matrimony should never be entered into without a
full recognition of its enduring obligations on both sides. There should be the most
tender solicitude for each other’s happiness, and mutual attention and
approbation should wait on all the years of married life.

Mutual
freedom

A useful
suggestion

Differing
duties

Marriage should improve the human species, becoming a barrier against vice, a
protection to woman, strength to man, and a centre for the affections.

Marriage should signify a union of hearts. Furthermore, the time cometh of which
Jesus spake, when he declared that in the resurrection there should be no
more marrying nor giving in marriage, but man would be as the angels.
Then shall Soul rejoice in its own, in which passion has no part. Then
white-robed purity will unite in one person masculine wisdom and feminine love,
spiritual understanding and perpetual peace.

Progressive
development
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Until it is learned that God is the Father of all, marriage will continue. Let not mortals
permit a disregard of law which might lead to a worse state of society than now exists.
Honesty and virtue ensure the stability of the marriage covenant. Spirit will ultimately
claim its own, — all that really is, — and the voices of physical sense will be forever
hushed.

Christian Science presents unfoldment, not accretion; it manifests no material growth
from molecule to mind, but an impartation of the divine Mind to man
and the universe. Proportionately as human generation ceases, the
unbroken links of eternal, harmonious being will be spiritually discerned;
and man, not of the earth earthly but coexistent with God, will appear. The scientific
fact that man and the universe are evolved from Spirit, and so are spiritual, is as fixed
in divine Science as is the proof that mortals gain the sense of health only as they lose
the sense of sin and disease. Mortals can never understand God’s creation while
believing that man is a creator. God’s children already created will be cognized only as
man finds the truth of being. Thus it is that the real, ideal man appears in proportion
as the false and material disappears. No longer to marry or to be “given in marriage”
neither closes man’s continuity nor his sense of increasing number in God’s infinite
plan. Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator, God, unfolds all creation,
confirms the Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no pain, and of man
deathless and perfect and eternal.

God’s
creation intact

When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of matter, this
understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God,
good, and needing no other consciousness.

Self-
completeness

The depth, breadth, height, might, majesty, and glory of infinite Love fill all space.
That is enough!


