
WORK 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 51, 168, 234 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(II Chronicles 5:1–14) 

Thus all the work that Solomon made for the house of the LORD was finished: and Solomon brought 

in all the things that David his father had dedicated; and the silver, and the gold, and all the 

instruments, put he among the treasures of the house of God. ¶ Then Solomon assembled the 

elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto 

Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. 

Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto the king in the feast which was in the 

seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came; and the Levites took up the ark. And they brought 

up the ark, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the 

tabernacle, these did the priests and the Levites bring up. Also king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel that were assembled unto him before the ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen, 

which could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD unto his place, to the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, even 

under the wings of the cherubims: For the cherubims spread forth their wings over the place of the 

ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And they drew out the staves 

of the ark, that the ends of the staves were seen from the ark before the oracle; but they were not 

seen without. And there it is unto this day. There was nothing in the ark save the two tables which 

Moses put therein at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they 

came out of Egypt. ¶ And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place: (for all 

the priests that were present were sanctified, and did not then wait by course: Also the Levites which 

were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, 

being arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the 

altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets:) It came even to pass, 

as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking 

the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 

music, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the 

house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; So that the priests could not stand to 

minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God. 

 



 

(Matthew 7:24–27) 

¶ Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 

man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one 

that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 

built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 

and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

 

 

(Matthew 20:1–16) 

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny 

a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing 

idle in the marketplace, And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I 

will give you. And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 

likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto 

them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He 

saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when 

even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them 

their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that were hired about the 

eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But when the first came, they supposed that they 

should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. And when they had 

received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, Saying, These last have wrought but 

one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the 

day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with 

me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it 

not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? So the last 

shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 

 

 

(John 5:17–47) 

¶ But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the 

more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, 

making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 

doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things 

that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the 

Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the 

Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour 

the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 

which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 



voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 

he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 

because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 

the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine 

own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, 

but the will of the Father which hath sent me. If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. ¶ 

There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me 

is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: 

but these things I say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were 

willing for a season to rejoice in his light. ¶ But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works 

which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the 

Father hath sent me. And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye 

have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. And ye have not his word abiding in 

you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. ¶ Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 

eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in 

my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 

receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that 

cometh from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 

you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 

wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 2:23–11) 

God is Love. Can we ask Him to be more? God is intelligence. Can we inform the infinite Mind of 

anything He does not already comprehend? Do we expect to change perfection? Shall we plead for 

more at the open fount, which is pouring forth more than we accept? The unspoken desire does 

bring us nearer the source of all existence and blessedness.  

 

Asking God to be God is a vain repetition. God is “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” and 

He who is immutably right will do right without being reminded of His province. The wisdom of man is 

not sufficient to warrant him in advising God.  

 

Who would stand before a blackboard, and pray the principle of mathematics to solve the problem? 

The rule is already established, and it is our task to work out the solution. Shall we ask the divine 

Principle of all goodness to do His own work? His work is done, and we have only to avail ourselves 

of God's rule in order to receive His blessing, which enables us to work out our own salvation. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:11) 

“Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you. 

“Occupy till I come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are 

beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a 

sluggard in the race. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 28:9–11 (np)) 

While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's consecration to Christ is more on the 

ground of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and 

by understanding more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the 

sick and to triumph over sin.  

 

Neither the origin, the character, nor the work of Jesus was generally understood. Not a single 

component part of his nature did the material world measure aright. Even his righteousness and 

purity did not hinder men from saying: He is a glutton and a friend of the impure, and Beelzebub is 

his patron.  

 

Remember, thou Christian martyr, it is enough if thou art found worthy to unloose the sandals of thy 

Master's feet! To suppose that persecution for righteousness' sake belongs to the past, and that 

Christianity to-day is at peace with the world because it is honored by sects and societies, is to 

mistake the very nature of religion. Error repeats itself. The trials encountered by prophet, disciple, 

and apostle, “of whom the world was not worthy,” await, in some form, every pioneer of truth.  

 

There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral courage. Christians must take 

up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in themselves and in others, 

and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep the faith, they will have 

the crown of rejoicing.  

 

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It bids us work the more 

earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of 

self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 30:19–3) 

As the individual ideal of Truth, Christ Jesus came to rebuke rabbinical error and all sin, sickness, 

and death, — to point out the way of Truth and Life. This ideal was demonstrated throughout the 

whole earthly career of Jesus, showing the difference between the offspring of Soul and of material 

sense, of Truth and of error.  

 

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to hold the control, 

we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way can we bless our enemies, 

though they may not so construe our words. We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our 

salvation in the way Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the 

poor. Pride and fear are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such 



hands. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 136:29–15) 

The disciples apprehended their Master better than did others; but they did not comprehend all that 

he said and did, or they would not have questioned him so often. Jesus patiently persisted in 

teaching and demonstrating the truth of being. His students saw this power of Truth heal the sick, 

cast out evil, raise the dead; but the ultimate of this wonderful work was not spiritually discerned, 

even by them, until after the crucifixion, when their immaculate Teacher stood before them, the victor 

over sickness, sin, disease, death, and the grave.  

 

Yearning to be understood, the Master repeated, “But whom say ye that I am?” This renewed inquiry 

meant: Who or what is it that is able to do the work, so mysterious to the popular mind? In his 

rejection of the answer already given and his renewal of the question, it is plain that Jesus 

completely eschewed the narrow opinion implied in their citation of the common report about him. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 253:32–23) 

The divine demand, “Be ye therefore perfect,” is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to 

perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can “run, and not 

be weary; . . . walk, and not faint,” who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and 

yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh 

is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the spiritual 

facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on God and 

seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual 

perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of 

being, is doing much.  

 

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change called 

death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the human self 

must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to abandon so fast 

as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the outward and actual. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 261:31) 

We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good demands of man 

every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration to good does not lessen man's 

dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does consecration diminish man's obligations to God, 

but shows the paramount necessity of meeting them. Christian Science takes naught from the 

perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire glory. By putting “off the old man with his deeds,” 

mortals “put on immortality.” 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 351:8–26) 

The author became a member of the orthodox Congregational Church in early years. Later she 

learned that her own prayers failed to heal her as did the prayers of her devout parents and the 

church; but when the spiritual sense of the creed was discerned in the Science of Christianity, this 

spiritual sense was a present help. It was the living, palpitating presence of Christ, Truth, which 

healed the sick.  

 

We cannot bring out the practical proof of Christianity, which Jesus required, while error seems as 

potent and real to us as Truth, and while we make a personal devil and an anthropomorphic God our 

starting-points, — especially if we consider Satan as a being coequal in power with Deity, if not 

superior to Him. Because such starting-points are neither spiritual nor scientific, they cannot work 

out the Spirit-rule of Christian healing, which proves the nothingness of error, discord, by 

demonstrating the all-inclusiveness of harmonious Truth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 442:16) 

Neither animal magnetism nor hypnotism enters into the practice of Christian Science, in which truth 

cannot be reversed, but the reverse of error is true. An improved belief cannot retrograde. When 

Christ changes a belief of sin or of sickness into a better belief, then belief melts into spiritual 

understanding, and sin, disease, and death disappear. Christ, Truth, gives mortals temporary food 

and clothing until the material, transformed with the ideal, disappears, and man is clothed and fed 

spiritually. St. Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling:” Jesus said, “Fear 

not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” This truth is Christian 

Science. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 483:27 Christian) 

... Christian Science does honor God as no other theory honors Him, and it does this in the way of 

His appointing, by doing many wonderful works through the divine name and nature. One must fulfil 

one's mission without timidity or dissimulation, for to be well done, the work must be done 

unselfishly. Christianity will never be based on a divine Principle and so found to be unerring, until its 

absolute Science is reached. When this is accomplished, neither pride, prejudice, bigotry, nor envy 

can wash away its foundation, for it is built upon the rock, Christ. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 



 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 

Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is 

committed to understanding and practicing the 

works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our 

church is a healing church and all mankind is 

included in the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


