
OFFENCE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 9, 34, 134 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 11:1–9) 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they 

journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they 

said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, 

and slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top 

may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of 

the whole earth. And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men 

builded. And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this 

they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go 

to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's 

speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left 

off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound 

the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all 

the earth. 

 

 

(Exodus 32:1–24) 

And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered 

themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for 

as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 

him. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of 

your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people brake off the golden 

earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them at their hand, 

and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy 

gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an 

altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To-morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they 

rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the 

people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get 



thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 

themselves: They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have 

made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be 

thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And the LORD said unto 

Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me alone, 

that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a 

great nation. And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot 

against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with 

a mighty hand? Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, 

to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce 

wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy 

servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as 

the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 

inherit it for ever. And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people. ¶ And 

Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: 

the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. And 

the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. And 

when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of 

war in the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice 

of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear. ¶ And it came to pass, 

as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger 

waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. And he took 

the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon 

the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it. And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this 

people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? And Aaron said, Let not the 

anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto 

me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of 

the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any 

gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 

 

 

(Mark 12:1–12) 

And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge 

about it, and digged a place for the winevat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and 

went into a far country. And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might 

receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. And they caught him, and beat him, and 

sent him away empty. And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, 

and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled. And again he sent another; 

and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some. Having yet therefore one son, 

his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son. But those 

husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall 

be ours. And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall therefore the 

lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto 

others. And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the 

head of the corner: This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? And they sought to 

lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: 



and they left him, and went their way. 

 

 

(Luke 17:1–6) 

Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, 

through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he 

cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. ¶ Take heed to yourselves: If 

thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass 

against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 

shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye 

had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by 

the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 

 

 

(John 6:64–71) 

But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that 

believed not, and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can 

come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. ¶ From that time many of his disciples 

went back, and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus answered 

them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of 

Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 4:27–13) 

Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual understanding, which regenerates; but silent 

prayer, watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow Jesus' example. Long prayers, 

superstition, and creeds clip the strong pinions of love, and clothe religion in human forms. Whatever 

materializes worship hinders man's spiritual growth and keeps him from demonstrating his power 

over error.  

 

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and great 

step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end we are 

placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe comes in 

return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the law of justice 

and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be measured to you 



again,” and it will be full “and running over.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 5:29–16) 

An apostle says that the Son of God [Christ] came to “destroy the works of the devil.” We should 

follow our divine Exemplar, and seek the destruction of all evil works, error and disease included. 

We cannot escape the penalty due for sin. The Scriptures say, that if we deny Christ, “he also will 

deny us.”  

 

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms the 

sinner. God is not separate from the wisdom He bestows. The talents He gives we must improve. 

Calling on Him to forgive our work badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition that we 

have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the offence.  

 

To cause suffering as the result of sin, is the means of destroying sin. Every supposed pleasure in 

sin will furnish more than its equivalent of pain, until belief in material life and sin is destroyed. To 

reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of being. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 6:23) 

Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out. Of a sick woman he said that Satan had 

bound her, and to Peter he said, “Thou art an offence unto me.” He came teaching and showing men 

how to destroy sin, sickness, and death. He said of the fruitless tree, “[It] is hewn down.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 35:30–29) 

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient to 

reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity and 

affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love simply 

through translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of sufficient suffering, 

either before or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin, would be for 

Truth to pardon error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance with God's government, since 



justice is the handmaid of mercy.  

 

Jesus endured the shame, that he might pour his dear-bought bounty into barren lives. What was his 

earthly reward? He was forsaken by all save John, the beloved disciple, and a few women who 

bowed in silent woe beneath the shadow of his cross. The earthly price of spirituality in a material 

age and the great moral distance between Christianity and sensualism preclude Christian Science 

from finding favor with the worldly-minded.  

 

A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal law of 

justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for sinners to receive their full punishment this 

side of the grave as for this world to bestow on the righteous their full reward. It is useless to 

suppose that the wicked can gloat over their offences to the last moment and then be suddenly 

pardoned and pushed into heaven, or that the hand of Love is satisfied with giving us only toil, 

sacrifice, cross-bearing, multiplied trials, and mockery of our motives in return for our efforts at well 

doing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 135:11) 

The same power which heals sin heals also sickness. This is “the beauty of holiness,” that when 

Truth heals the sick, it casts out evils, and when Truth casts out the evil called disease, it heals the 

sick. When Christ cast out the devil of dumbness, “it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the 

dumb spake.” There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of 

Israel and asking: “Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?” What cannot God do? 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 131:13–13 (np)) 

Must Christian Science come through the Christian churches as some persons insist? This Science 

has come already, after the manner of God's appointing, but the churches seem not ready to receive 

it, according to the Scriptural saying, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Jesus 

once said: “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from 

the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 

Thy sight.” As aforetime, the spirit of the Christ, which taketh away the ceremonies and doctrines of 

men, is not accepted until the hearts of men are made ready for it.  



 

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as 

natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus' 

works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should 

come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his doctrine, 

confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the question. Hence his 

reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In 

other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny that such effects, coming from 

divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle which brings out all harmony. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 395:15–4) 

Prayers, in which God is not asked to heal but is besought to take the patient to Himself, do not 

benefit the sick. An ill-tempered, complaining, or deceitful person should not be a nurse. The nurse 

should be cheerful, orderly, punctual, patient, full of faith, — receptive to Truth and Love.  

 

It is mental quackery to make disease a reality — to hold it as something seen and felt — and then 

to attempt its cure through Mind. It is no less erroneous to believe in the real existence of a tumor, a 

cancer, or decayed lungs, while you argue against their reality, than it is for your patient to feel these 

ills in physical belief. Mental practice, which holds disease as a reality, fastens disease on the 

patient, and it may appear in a more alarming form.  

 

The knowledge that brain-lobes cannot kill a man nor affect the functions of mind would prevent the 

brain from becoming diseased, though a moral offence is indeed the worst of diseases. One should 

never hold in mind the thought of disease, but should efface from thought all forms and types of 

disease, both for one's own sake and for that of the patient. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 425:15) 

Mortal man will be less mortal, when he learns that matter never sustained existence and can never 

destroy God, who is man's Life. When this is understood, mankind will be more spiritual and know 



that there is nothing to consume, since Spirit, God, is All-in-all. What if the belief is consumption? 

God is more to a man than his belief, and the less we acknowledge matter or its laws, the more 

immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been 

conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You will 

never fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the 

body can destroy you. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 392:24 Stand) 

Stand porter at the door of thought. Admitting only such conclusions as you wish realized in bodily 

results, you will control yourself harmoniously. When the condition is present which you say induces 

disease, whether it be air, exercise, heredity, contagion, or accident, then perform your office as 

porter and shut out these unhealthy thoughts and fears. Exclude from mortal mind the offending 

errors; then the body cannot suffer from them. The issues of pain or pleasure must come through 

mind, and like a watchman forsaking his post, we admit the intruding belief, forgetting that through 

divine help we can forbid this entrance. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 

Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is 

committed to understanding and practicing the 



works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our 

church is a healing church and all mankind is 

included in the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


