Joy

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 581, 529, 503

THE BIBLE

(Psalms 66:1-20)

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: Sing forth the
honour of his name: make his praise glorious. Say unto God,
How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatness of thy
power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. All the
earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall
sing to thy name. Selah. Come and see the works of God: he is
terrible in his doing toward the children of men. He turned the
sea into dry land: they went through the flood on foot: there
did we rejoice in him. He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes
behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
Selah. O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his
praise to be heard: Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth
not our feet to be moved. For thou, O God, hast proved us:
thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou broughtest us into the
net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins. Thou hast caused men



to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through
water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. | will go
into thy house with burnt offerings: | will pay thee my vows,
Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when
| was in trouble. | will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings,
with the incense of rams; | will offer bullocks with goats. Selah.
Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and | will declare what he
hath done for my soul. | cried unto him with my mouth, and he
was extolled with my tongue. If | regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me: But verily God hath heard me; he
hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, which
hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.

(Matthew 21:1-16)

And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to
Bethphage, (Beth Page) unto the mount of Olives, then sent
Jesus two disciples, Saying unto them, Go into the village over
against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt
with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any man
say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them,
and straightway he will send them. All this was done, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell
ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. And
the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, And
brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes,



and they set him thereon. And a very great multitude spread
their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the
trees, and strawed them in the way. And the multitudes that
went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the
son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the highest. And when he was come into Jerusalem,
all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the multitude
said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. § And
Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, And
said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house
of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the blind
and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.
And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful
things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and
saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased,
And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus
saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?

(Philippians 4:1-23)

Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. |
beseech Euodias, (yoo-oh’dee uhs) and beseech Syntyche,
(sin’ti-kee) that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And |



entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, help those women which
laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with
other my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoice. Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and
the God of peace shall be with you. But | rejoiced in the Lord
greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.
Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in
whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content. | know both
how to be abased, and | know how to abound: every where and
in all things | am instructed both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need. | can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding ye have well
done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. Now ye
Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when
| departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me



as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in
Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not
because | desire a gift: but | desire fruit that may abound to
your account. But | have all, and abound: | am full, having
received of Epaphroditus (i-paf’ruh-di’tuhs) the things which
were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well-pleasing to God. But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Now
unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with
me greet you. All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of
Caesar's household. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen.

(Psalms 100:1-5)

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord
with gladness: come before his presence with singing. Know ye
that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord is
good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all
generations.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 14:16-21 (to,))

Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by
spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise
Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works that | do
shall he do also; . . . because | go unto my Father,” ...

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, pp. 34:18-18 (np))

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more
spiritual and understood better what the Master had taught.
His resurrection was also their resurrection. It helped them to
raise themselves and others from spiritual dulness and blind
belief in God into the perception of infinite possibilities. They
needed this quickening, for soon their dear Master would rise
again in the spiritual realm of reality, and ascend far above
their apprehension. As the reward for his faithfulness, he would
disappear to material sense in that change which has since
been called the ascension.



What a contrast between our Lord's last supper and his last
spiritual breakfast with his disciples in the bright morning hours
at the joyful meeting on the shore of the Galilean Sea! His
gloom had passed into glory, and his disciples' grief into
repentance, — hearts chastened and pride rebuked. Convinced
of the fruitlessness of their toil in the dark and wakened by
their Master's voice, they changed their methods, turned away
from material things, and cast their net on the right side.
Discerning Christ, Truth, anew on the shore of time, they were
enabled to rise somewhat from mortal sensuousness, or the
burial of mind in matter, into newness of life as Spirit.

This spiritual meeting with our Lord in the dawn of a new light
is the morning meal which Christian Scientists commemorate.
They bow before Christ, Truth, to receive more of his
reappearing and silently to commune with the divine Principle,
Love. They celebrate their Lord's victory over death, his
probation in the flesh after death, its exemplification of human
probation, and his spiritual and final ascension above matter, or
the flesh, when he rose out of material sight.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 39:1)

Meekly our Master met the mockery of his unrecognized
grandeur. Such indignities as he received, his followers will



endure until Christianity's last triumph. He won eternal honors.
He overcame the world, the flesh, and all error, thus proving
their nothingness. He wrought a full salvation from sin,
sickness, and death. We need “Christ, and him crucified.” We
must have trials and self-denials, as well as joys and victories,
until all error is destroyed.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 40:31)

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order
to enter into the kingdom, the anchor of hope must be cast

beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah (She-ki-nah)
into which Jesus has passed before us; and this advance beyond
matter must come through the joys and triumphs of the
righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like
our Master, we must depart from material sense into the
spiritual sense of being.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 58:2)

Unity of spirit gives new pinions to joy, or else joy's drooping
wings trail in dust.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 76:6—31)

When being is understood, Life will be recognized as neither
material nor finite, but as infinite, — as God, universal good;
and the belief that life, or mind, was ever in a finite form, or
good in evil, will be destroyed. Then it will be understood that
Spirit never entered matter and was therefore never raised
from matter. When advanced to spiritual being and the
understanding of God, man can no longer commune with
matter; neither can he return to it, any more than a tree can
return to its seed. Neither will man seem to be corporeal, but
he will be an individual consciousness, characterized by the
divine Spirit as idea, not matter.

Suffering, sinning, dying beliefs are unreal. When divine Science
is universally understood, they will have no power over man,
for man is immortal and lives by divine authority.

The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life,
possessing unlimited divine beauty and goodness without a
single bodily pleasure or pain, — constitutes the only veritable,
indestructible man, whose being is spiritual. This state of
existence is scientific and intact, — a perfection discernible only
by those who have the final understanding of Christ in divine
Science. Death can never hasten this state of existence, for



death must be overcome, not submitted to, before immortality
appears.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 125:12-16)

As human thought changes from one stage to another of
conscious pain and painlessness, sorrow and joy, — from fear
to hope and from faith to understanding, — the visible
manifestation will at last be man governed by Soul, not by
material sense.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, pp. 241:19-20 (np))

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and
demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness and destroying
sin. Our Master said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps
of Truth, the way to health and holiness. We should strive to
reach the Horeb (HOR’ EB) height where God is revealed; and
the corner-stone of all spiritual building is purity. The baptism
of Spirit, washing the body of all the impurities of flesh, signifies



that the pure in heart see God and are approaching spiritual
Life and its demonstration.

It is “easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,” than
for sinful beliefs to enter the kingdom of heaven, eternal
harmony. Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and
regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs and false
individuality. It is only a question of time when “they shall all
know Me [God], from the least of them unto the greatest.”
Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the joys of
Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the
body.

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine
Science shows us this way. It is to know no other reality — to
have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His
reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and
pleasure of the senses.

Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient
obedience to a patient God, let us labor to dissolve with the
universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-
justification, and self-love, — which wars against spirituality
and is the law of sin and death.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 262:17-32)

Job said: “I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but
now mine eye seeth Thee.” Mortals will echo Job's thought,
when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter cease to
predominate. They will then drop the false estimate of life and
happiness, of joy and sorrow, and attain the bliss of loving
unselfishly, working patiently, and conquering all that is unlike
God. Starting from a higher standpoint, one rises
spontaneously, even as light emits light without effort; for
“where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man's
origin. To begin rightly is to end rightly. Every concept which
seems to begin with the brain begins falsely. Divine Mind is the
only cause or Principle of existence. Cause does not exist in
matter, in mortal mind, or in physical forms.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 265:23)

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained
stronger desires for spiritual joy? The aspiration after heavenly
good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom
and Love. The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the
ascending path of many a heart. The pains of sense quickly



inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is
spiritual.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 304:3-21)

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of
things, which hide spiritual beauty and goodness.
Understanding this, Paul said: “Neither death, nor life, .. . nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God.” This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love
cannot be deprived of its manifestation, or object; that joy
cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master of
joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never
produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man —
governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.

Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and
abides with it. Divine Principle is the Life of man. Man's
happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense.
Truth is not contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as
beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural, unreal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 390:9)



Truth will at length compel us all to exchange the pleasures and
pains of sense for the joys of Soul.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 521:6)

We leave this brief, glorious history of spiritual creation (as
stated in the first chapter of Genesis) in the hands of God, not
of man, in the keeping of Spirit, not matter, — joyfully
acknowledging now and forever God's supremacy,
omnipotence, and omnipresence.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 21:9)

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in.
He constantly turns away from material sense, and looks
towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in
earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the right
direction, till at last he finishes his course with joy.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of



Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



