WAR

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 200, 335, 264

THE BIBLE
(Exodus 17:8-16)

9 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us
out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow | will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of
God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand,
that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses' hands were
heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed
up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady
until the going down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the
sword. And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the
ears of Joshua: for | will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. And Moses
built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah—nissi: For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn
that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.

(Il Chronicles 14:1-7)

So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in
his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. And Asa did that which was good and right in the
eyes of the LORD his God: For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places,
and brake down the images, and cut down the groves: And commanded Judah to seek the LORD
God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities
of Judah the high places and the images: and the kingdom was quiet before him. § And he built
fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because the LORD
had given him rest. Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about them
walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we have sought the
LORD our God, we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. So they built and
prospered.



(Ezekiel 37:1-14)

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down
in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused me to pass by them round about: and,
behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me,
Son of man, can these bones live? And | answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. Again he said unto
me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, | will cause breath to enter into you, and ye
shall live: And | will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that | am the LORD. So | prophesied as |
was commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones
came together, bone to his bone. And when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon
them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me,
Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up
upon their feet, an exceeding great army. I Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for
our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, |
will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of
Israel. And ye shall know that | am the LORD, when | have opened your graves, O my people, and
brought you up out of your graves, And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and | shall place
you in your own land: then shall ye know that | the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the
LORD.

(Luke 14:25-33)

9 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to
me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after
me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began
to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not
down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against
him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage,
and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.

(I Corinthians 10:3-5)

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity



every thought to the obedience of Christ;

(Revelation 12:1-17)

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in
birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew
the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the
woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she
brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up
unto God, and to his throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. And
there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And | heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power
of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day
and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.
Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the dragon saw that he was cast
unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were
given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. And the serpent cast
out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the
flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went
to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 18:13)

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of Christ is
God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth, which reaches no higher than itself. The
fountain can rise no higher than its source. Christ, Truth, could conciliate no nature above his own,
derived from the eternal Love. It was therefore Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God to
man. Love and Truth are not at war with God's image and likeness. Man cannot exceed divine Love,



and so atone for himself. Even Christ cannot reconcile Truth to error, for Truth and error are
irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine
Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin,
and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 130:14-11)

Christian Science, properly understood, would disabuse the human mind of material beliefs which
war against spiritual facts; and these material beliefs must be denied and cast out to make place for
truth. You cannot add to the contents of a vessel already full. Laboring long to shake the adult's faith
in matter and to inculcate a grain of faith in God, — an inkling of the ability of Spirit to make the body
harmonious, — the author has often remembered our Master's love for little children, and understood
how truly such as they belong to the heavenly kingdom.

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and doubts
the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous claims of evil
and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake it, — no longer
imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so surprising and unnatural
as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not seem so real as health.
There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in order to be in harmony with
God, the divine Principle of all being.

When once destroyed by divine Science, the false evidence before the corporeal senses disappears.
Hence the opposition of sensuous man to the Science of Soul and the significance of the Scripture,
“The carnal mind is enmity against God.” The central fact of the Bible is the superiority of spiritual
over physical power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 145:16-12)

Scientific healing has this advantage over other methods, — that in it Truth controls error. From this
fact arise its ethical as well as its physical effects. Indeed, its ethical and physical effects are
indissolubly connected. If there is any mystery in Christian healing, it is the mystery which godliness
always presents to the ungodly, — the mystery always arising from ignorance of the laws of eternal
and unerring Mind.

Other methods undertake to oppose error with error, and thus they increase the antagonism of one
form of matter towards other forms of matter or error, and the warfare between Spirit and the flesh
goes on. By this antagonism mortal mind must continually weaken its own assumed power.

The theology of Christian Science includes healing the sick. Our Master's first article of faith
propounded to his students was healing, and he proved his faith by his works. The ancient
Christians were healers. Why has this element of Christianity been lost? Because our systems of
religion are governed more or less by our systems of medicine. The first idolatry was faith in matter.
The schools have rendered faith in drugs the fashion, rather than faith in Deity. By trusting matter to



destroy its own discord, health and harmony have been sacrificed. Such systems are barren of the
vitality of spiritual power, by which material sense is made the servant of Science and religion
becomes Christlike.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 28:32-11)

There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral courage. Christians must take
up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in themselves and in others,
and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep the faith, they will have
the crown of rejoicing.

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It bids us work the more
earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of
self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 231:3—-29)

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If God destroys
not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to this so-
called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not the sick,
they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, Life, Love,
does heal the sick through the prayer of the righteous.

If God makes sin, if good produces evil, if truth results in error, then Science and Christianity are
helpless; but there are no antagonistic powers nor laws, spiritual or material, creating and governing
man through perpetual warfare. God is not the author of mortal discords. Therefore we accept the
conclusion that discords have only a fabulous existence, are mortal beliefs which divine Truth and
Love destroy.

To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs man, is true
wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the divine Science of being in man's
relation to God, — to doubt His government and distrust His omnipotent care. To hold yourself
superior to sickness and death is equally wise, and is in accordance with divine Science. To fear
them is impossible, when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 251:15-6)

We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in drugs, or in
will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief in the necessity of
sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher understanding that the divine Mind
makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind through truth, leads the human mind to
relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease, death.
This process of higher spiritual understanding improves mankind until error disappears, and nothing
is left which deserves to perish or to be punished.



Ignorance, like intentional wrong, is not Science. Ignorance must be seen and corrected before we
can attain harmony. Inharmonious beliefs, which rob Mind, calling it matter, and deify their own
notions, imprison themselves in what they create. They are at war with Science, and as our Master
said, “If a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”

Human ignorance of Mind and of the recuperative energies of Truth occasions the only skepticism
regarding the pathology and theology of Christian Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 275:25-24)

Our material human theories are destitute of Science. The true understanding of God is spiritual. It
robs the grave of victory. It destroys the false evidence that misleads thought and points to other
gods, or other so-called powers, such as matter, disease, sin, and death, superior or contrary to the
one Spirit.

Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.

Having one God, one Mind, unfolds the power that heals the sick, and fulfils these sayings of
Scripture, “l am the Lord that healeth thee,” and “I have found a ransom.” When the divine precepts
are understood, they unfold the foundation of fellowship, in which one mind is not at war with
another, but all have one Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance with the Scriptural
command: “Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Man and his Maker are
correlated in divine Science, and real consciousness is cognizant only of the things of God.

The realization that all inharmony is unreal brings objects and thoughts into human view in their true
light, and presents them as beautiful and immortal. Harmony in man is as real and immortal as in
music. Discord is unreal and mortal.

If God is admitted to be the only Mind and Life, there ceases to be any opportunity for sin and death.
When we learn in Science how to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect, thought is

turned into new and healthy channels, — towards the contemplation of things immortal and away
from materiality to the Principle of the universe, including harmonious man.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom,
we have Sunday in person Service and also right
here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday
School for young people up to the age of 20 is
back in church.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



