UNITY

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 14, 484, 597

THE BIBLE

(Deuteronomy 7:6-11)

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a
special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not
set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye
were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the
oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; And repayeth them
that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay
him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments,
which | command thee this day, to do them.

(Psalms 139:1-24)

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising,
thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art
acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it
altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me; it is high, | cannot attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither
shall | flee from thy presence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell,
behold, thou art there. If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If | say, Surely the darkness



shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but
the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast
possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. | will praise thee; for | am fearfully
and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance
was not hid from thee, when | was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How precious
also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If | should count them, they are
more in number than the sand: when | awake, | am still with thee. Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O
God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine
enemies take thy name in vain. Do not | hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not | grieved
with those that rise up against thee? | hate them with perfect hatred: | count them mine enemies.
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any

wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

(Matthew 3:13-17)

9 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him,
saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo

a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.

(John 10:22-42)

1 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the
temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost
thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye
believed not: the works that | do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep, as | said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and
they follow me: And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man

pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able



to pluck them out of my Father's hand. | and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again
to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have | shewed you from my Father; for which
of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee
not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered
them, Is it not written in your law, | said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of
God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because | said, | am the Son of God? If | do not the works of
my Father, believe me not. But if | do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may
know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and | in him. Therefore they sought again to take him:
but he escaped out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at
first baptized; and there he abode. And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but

all things that John spake of this man were true. And many believed on him there.

(Ephesians 2:1-15)

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Wherefore
remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law

of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making



peace;

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 12:1)

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,” says the Scripture. What is this healing prayer? A mere
request that God will heal the sick has no power to gain more of the divine presence than is always
at hand. The beneficial effect of such prayer for the sick is on the human mind, making it act more
powerfully on the body through a blind faith in God. This, however, is one belief casting out another,
— a belief in the unknown casting out a belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor Truth which acts
through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the divine healing Principle as manifested
in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious protests of Truth, — of man's likeness

to God and of man's unity with Truth and Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 18:1)

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, Life,
and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this
we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright
not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not to do
it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the accredited
evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, and he refuted all opponents with

his healing power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 131:26)

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as
natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus'

works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should



come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his doctrine,
confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the question. Hence his
reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In
other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny that such effects, coming from

divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle which brings out all harmony.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 148:7)

Neither anatomy nor theology has ever described man as created by Spirit, — as God's man. The
former explains the men of men, or the “children of men,” as created corporeally instead of spiritually
and as emerging from the lowest, instead of from the highest, conception of being. Both anatomy
and theology define man as both physical and mental, and place mind at the mercy of matter for
every function, formation, and manifestation. Anatomy takes up man at all points materially. It loses
Spirit, drops the true tone, and accepts the discord. Anatomy and theology reject the divine Principle
which produces harmonious man, and deal — the one wholly, the other primarily — with matter,
calling that man which is not the counterpart, but the counterfeit, of God's man. Then theology tries
to explain how to make this man a Christian, — how from this basis of division and discord to

produce the concord and unity of Spirit and His likeness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 202:3-23)

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and

God's will must be universally done.

If men would bring to bear upon the study of the Science of Mind half the faith they bestow upon the
so-called pains and pleasures of material sense, they would not go on from bad to worse, until
disciplined by the prison and the scaffold; but the whole human family would be redeemed through
the merits of Christ, — through the perception and acceptance of Truth. For this glorious result

Christian Science lights the torch of spiritual understanding.

Outside of this Science all is mutable; but immortal man, in accord with the divine Principle of his



being, God, neither sins, suffers, nor dies. The days of our pilgrimage will multiply instead of
diminish, when God's kingdom comes on earth; for the true way leads to Life instead of to death, and
earthly experience discloses the finity of error and the infinite capacities of Truth, in which God gives

man dominion over all the earth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 269:3—-20)

From first to last the supposed coexistence of Mind and matter and the mingling of good and evil
have resulted from the philosophy of the serpent. Jesus' demonstrations sift the chaff from the

wheat, and unfold the unity and the reality of good, the unreality, the nothingness, of evil.

Human philosophy has made God manlike. Christian Science makes man Godlike. The first is error;
the latter is truth. Metaphysics is above physics, and matter does not enter into metaphysical
premises or conclusions. The categories of metaphysics rest on one basis, the divine Mind.

Metaphysics resolves things into thoughts, and exchanges the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul.

These ideas are perfectly real and tangible to spiritual consciousness, and they have this advantage

over the objects and thoughts of material sense, — they are good and eternal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 331:26)

VII. Life, Truth, and Love constitute the triune Person called God, — that is, the triply divine
Principle, Love. They represent a trinity in unity, three in one, — the same in essence, though
multiform in office: God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; divine Science or the
Holy Comforter. These three express in divine Science the threefold, essential nature of the infinite.
They also indicate the divine Principle of scientific being, the intelligent relation of God to man and

the universe.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 333:16)

XIll. The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is

without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the



Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some
measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and
the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers in the
divine nature, the essence of Love. The divine image, idea, or Christ was, is, and ever will be
inseparable from the divine Principle, God. Jesus referred to this unity of his spiritual identity thus:

“Before Abraham was, | am;” “| and my Father are one;” “My Father is greater than I.” The one Spirit

includes all identities.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 469:25-16 (to 2nd .))

We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting that God, or good, is
omnipresent and has all-power, we still believe there is another power, named evil. This belief that
there is more than one mind is as pernicious to divine theology as are ancient mythology and pagan
idolatry. With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind
and that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity of
Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science. The supposed existence of more than
one mind was the basic error of idolatry. This error assumed the loss of spiritual power, the loss of
the spiritual presence of Life as infinite Truth without an unlikeness, and the loss of Love as ever

present and universal.

Divine Science explains the abstract statement that there is one Mind by the following self-evident
proposition: If God, or good, is real, then evil, the unlikeness of God, is unreal. And evil can only

seem to be real by giving reality to the unreal. The children of God have but one Mind.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 519:9 the)

... the ideas of God in universal being are complete and forever expressed, for Science reveals
infinity and the fatherhood and motherhood of Love. Human capacity is slow to discern and to grasp
God's creation and the divine power and presence which go with it, demonstrating its spiritual origin.
Mortals can never know the infinite, until they throw off the old man and reach the spiritual image
and likeness. What can fathom infinity! How shall we declare Him, till, in the language of the apostle,

“we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,



unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ’?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 555:16)

Searching for the origin of man, who is the reflection of God, is like inquiring into the origin of God,
the self-existent and eternal. Only impotent error would seek to unite Spirit with matter, good with
evil, immortality with mortality, and call this sham unity man, as if man were the offspring of both
Mind and matter, of both Deity and humanity. Creation rests on a spiritual basis. We lose our
standard of perfection and set aside the proper conception of Deity, when we admit that the perfect
is the author of aught that can become imperfect, that God bestows the power to sin, or that Truth
confers the ability to err. Our great example, Jesus, could restore the individualized manifestation of
existence, which seemed to vanish in death. Knowing that God was the Life of man, Jesus was able
to present himself unchanged after the crucifixion. Truth fosters the idea of Truth, and not the belief

in illusion or error. That which is real, is sustained by Spirit.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
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In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.
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