Ability

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 437, 480, 527

THE BIBLE
(Matthew 25:14-30)

il For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own
servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two,
and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his
journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made
them other five talents. And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. But he
that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time
the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had received five
talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents:
behold, | have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two talents came and
said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, | have gained two other talents beside
them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a
few things, | will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then he
which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, | knew thee that thou art an hard man,
reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And | was afraid,
and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and
said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that | reap where | sowed not,
and gather where | have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the
exchangers, and then at my coming | should have received mine own with usury. Take therefore
the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath
shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away
even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.



(I Corinthians 12:1-31)

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, | would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were
Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore | give you to
understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same
Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to
another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the
foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
And if the ear shall say, Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where were the smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as
it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now are they
many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of
thee: nor again the head to the feet, | have no need of you. Nay, much more those members of
the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those members of the body, which
we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God
hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:
That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care
one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member
be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in
particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the
gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts:
and yet shew | unto you a more excellent way.

(Exodus 3:9-12)

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and | have also seen
the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and | will send
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. |
And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that | should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring



forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly | will be with thee; and this shall
be a token unto thee, that | have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 52:19)

The “man of sorrows” best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the
mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing,
or Christian Science, which armed him with Love. The highest earthly representative of God,
speaking of human ability to reflect divine power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking
not for their day only but for all time: “He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do
also;” and “These signs shall follow them that believe.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 92:21)

Uncover error, and it turns the lie upon you. Until the fact concerning error — namely, its
nothingness — appears, the moral demand will not be met, and the ability to make nothing of
error will be wanting. We should blush to call that real which is only a mistake. The foundation of
evil is laid on a belief in something besides God. This belief tends to support two opposite
powers, instead of urging the claims of Truth alone. The mistake of thinking that error can be
real, when it is merely the absence of truth, leads to belief in the superiority of error.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 94:24-96:5)

Our Master easily read the thoughts of mankind, and this insight better enabled him to direct
those thoughts aright; but what would be said at this period of an infidel blasphemer who should
hint that Jesus used his incisive power injuriously? Our Master read mortal mind on a scientific
basis, that of the omnipresence of Mind. An approximation of this discernment indicates spiritual
growth and union with the infinite capacities of the one Mind. Jesus could injure no one by his
Mind-reading. The effect of his Mind was always to heal and to save, and this is the only
genuine Science of reading mortal mind. His holy motives and aims were traduced by the
sinners of that period, as they would be to-day if Jesus were personally present. Paul said, “To
be spiritually minded is life.” We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our
fidelity to Truth and Love; and in that ratio we know all human need and are able to discern the
thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them. Error of any kind cannot
hide from the law of God.

Whoever reaches this point of moral culture and goodness cannot injure others, and must do
them good. The greater or lesser ability of a Christian Scientist to discern thought scientifically,
depends upon his genuine spirituality. This kind of mind-reading is not clairvoyance, but it is



important to success in healing, and is one of the special characteristics thereof.

We welcome the increase of knowledge and the end of error, because even human invention
must have its day, and we want that day to be succeeded by Christian Science, by divine reality.
Midnight foretells the dawn. Led by a solitary star amid the darkness, the Magi of old foretold the
Messiahship of Truth. Is the wise man of to-day believed, when he beholds the light which
heralds Christ's eternal dawn and describes its effulgence?

Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the
hours. Material sense does not unfold the facts of existence; but spiritual sense lifts human
consciousness into eternal Truth. Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual
understanding; unwillingness to learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains.

Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 127:30-19)

Christian Science eschews what is called natural science, in so far as this is built on the false
hypotheses that matter is its own lawgiver, that law is founded on material conditions, and that
these are final and overrule the might of divine Mind. Good is natural and primitive. It is not
miraculous to itself.

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of
the universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars
have found that Christian Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their
perception of character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed
their ordinary capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes
more elastic, is capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less
repose. A knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of
man. It extends the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to broader and higher realms.
It raises the thinker into his native air of insight and perspicacity.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 182:18)

Mind's government of the body must supersede the so-called laws of matter. Obedience to
material law prevents full obedience to spiritual law, — the law which overcomes material
conditions and puts matter under the feet of Mind. Mortals entreat the divine Mind to heal the
sick, and forthwith shut out the aid of Mind by using material means, thus working against
themselves and their prayers and denying man's God-given ability to demonstrate Mind's
sacred power. Pleas for drugs and laws of health come from some sad incident, or else from



ignorance of Christian Science and its transcendent power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 410:23)

The Science of mental practice is susceptible of no misuse. Selfishness does not appear in the
practice of Truth or Christian Science. If mental practice is abused or is used in any way except
to promote right thinking and doing, the power to heal mentally will diminish, until the
practitioner's healing ability is wholly lost. Christian scientific practice begins with Christ's
keynote of harmony, “Be not afraid!” Said Job: “The thing which | greatly feared is come upon

”

me.

Why pray for the recovery of the sick, if you are without faith in God's willingness and ability to
heal them? If you do believe in God, why do you substitute drugs for the Almighty's power, and
employ means which lead only into material ways of obtaining help, instead of turning in time of
need to God, divine Love, who is an ever-present help?

Treat a belief in sickness as you would sin, with sudden dismissal. Resist the temptation to
believe in matter as intelligent, as having sensation or power.

The Scriptures say, “They that wait upon the Lord . . . shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint.” The meaning of that passage is not perverted by applying it literally to
moments of fatigue, for the moral and physical are as one in their results. When we wake to the
truth of being, all disease, pain, weakness, weariness, sorrow, sin, death, will be unknown, and
the mortal dream will forever cease. My method of treating fatigue applies to all bodily ailments,
since Mind should be, and is, supreme, absolute, and final.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 218:17-5)

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 393:4)

The body seems to be self-acting, only because mortal mind is ignorant of itself, of its own
actions, and of their results, — ignorant that the predisposing, remote, and exciting cause of all
bad effects is a law of so-called mortal mind, not of matter. Mind is the master of the corporeal
senses, and can conquer sickness, sin, and death. Exercise this God-given authority. Take
possession of your body, and govern its feeling and action. Rise in the strength of Spirit to resist
all that is unlike good. God has made man capable of this, and nothing can vitiate the ability and



power divinely bestowed on man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 404:19)

This conviction, that there is no real pleasure in sin, is one of the most important points in the
theology of Christian Science. Arouse the sinner to this new and true view of sin, show him that
sin confers no pleasure, and this knowledge strengthens his moral courage and increases his
ability to master evil and to love good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 405:5-9)

Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance
with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with
honesty.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by the audible repetition of the Lord’s

Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, MA. This
church is committed to understanding and practicing the works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our
church is a healing church and all mankind is included in the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am and we
also have on Zoom our Sunday School for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be found on the Church website:

CHRISTIANSCIENCEANEWORLEANS.COM



